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The Contents of the Book. 


vin, and for the Churches which follow his DoGrine, and 
diſcipline, | P. 12. 
Chap. 5. That the Congregational Churches do moſt ratio- 
nally eſtabliſh the Authority of Synods, and Paſtors, and 
the nature of the Church. + P. 14, 
Chap. 6. An Anſwer to thoſe who ſay that the Congregatzo- 
ral way is incompatible with the Civil Power 5 and 
that it deprives the Magiſtrate of the right he hath to 
the Government rl the Church: that it is introdutFo- 

. ny of Ireligion, Ienoxance, and Schiſm w_the Chuteh. 
4 . 2 # Mp6. 
Chap. 7. That the Congregational way has been praiſed 
in all Ages of the World. Wo _ u23- 
Chap. 8. Of the great Benefit and' Advantage that 'comts 
fron the Eſtabliſhment. of the- Congregational way. in the 
Wor | Ne End. 4 «34. 
Chap.. 9. That..the. moſt Judzcions Divines of F oe, and 
other places, without thinking of it, do naturally fall 
into the Hypotheſes of the Congregational Churches. "Of 
the Judgment . which-ought to: be made On ae 
of Faith, of their . diſcipline, ail © nA 1 
Chap. 10. Of the Wiſe and Prudent carriage of the Thde- 
pendants, and of their way to get further off the Church 
of Rome than any other, and. to condemn all the wa yes 
of Reconciliation with it, and the Churches that hold 
any, Communion with Rome, That the indeavour” to 
come near it is damnable: and pernicions: as is ſaffici- 
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ently ſeen in the preſent poſlure of the affairs of ng- 
land; | . 43 N 
Chap. 11. A-continwance of the. ſame matter concerning the wiſe 
carriage: of thoſe Churches that are for their way Congregati- 

' onal, when they condemn all manner of ſpeaking like to 
R ame and all. pralifts, thad do any whit ſavonr of theirs : 


and 
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The Contents of the Book. 
end the fix Maxims on which the Pope and his Church 
are founded : a Confirmation of that by a Hiſtory taken out 
of the Lift of Joſeph Hall. P. 47- 
Cha P.12. Ar Apology for the Author of the Conformity of 
the congregational Churches with that of the Antient Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians : That a diſintereſſed perſon, ſuch as he is, 
75 the moſt fit to write abont theſe matters. Of the Obli- 
gation he hath to the Biſhop of Condom for the light he hath 


given hin, P-53 


Chap. 13. The Explication of one difficulty which runs 


throughout the whole precedent diſcourſe. P. 58. 
Chap. 14. Remarks upon the Fault that ſome may fit = 


the Title of this diſcourſe. P. 60. 
Chap. Ult. Ar Anfiver to thoſe who accuſe the Independants 
for being the Authors of the late Civil Wars in England, 
and particularly for having had. an immediate hand in the 
acathof KING CHA-RLES the firſt. p. 68: 
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CONFORMIT Y 
OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 


Of thoſe who are commonly called | 


INDEPENDANTS 


With that of the 


ANCIENT PRIMITIVE 
CHRISTIANS 


CHAP. I, 


Of prejudices in General, and of the force of the ObjeFions cont- 
monly urged againſt the Tenets and Principles of Neſtorns, 
to ſerve by way of IntroduGion, to the prejudices that are 
Jormed againſt the Independants. 


/ as I'S above fifty years, fince ſome learncd and judicious 
Perſons;'.as well of 'the Gown .,; as others, have new 
brought to light an important and neceſſary truth, which 
the firength of prejudice, and a General and Opiniona» 

tive blindneſs, that hath laſted tor more than this thovſand years, . 

hath kept under a Buſhel: *Tis that of Neſtorius, which the eminent 

Authority of Cyril, has made to paſs, during all that time, and e- 

vcn ficm the thixd Occumenical Councel , tos an abſolute lie, = 

B wit 
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with which all the Iearned, both the general and particular Coun- 
cils, all the Fathers, and all the new DoGtors of both Communi- 
.ons, have been fo (acceflively. prepofſeſſed, that they havethought it 
early ; Bows, their honont, not only tq deny it 3 hut evan to 
be continually throwing their Anathema's at the head of the poor 
Neftorius, whom they have made to paſs for an abominable Here- 
tick, although at the bottome, Neftorius was he of the two who 
Was b' —— chore Orthodox, 41nd the honefier mantz atidpn the 
other hand, "Cyrit wat the Heretick,” For it is with the Atthority 
of Cyrillus, as with that eminent Authority of the Church of Rome, 
to which Monfrerr Arnaud would have xl} men -- pas with which 
he thought co overwhelm and undo Megfienr Claude, wt > 

NOT Gf make any Appligationsf chisHiſtony tocwhat Wb hap- 
pened to my ſelf in particular, as to the neceſſary truths T have 
promulged and advanced, 1 will content my ſelf with fixing to one, 
which is like to thatot Neftorizs 3 *tis that about thoſe who are cal- 
led Independants; who though they wilt not yield;.in.exacneſ(s of 
living, or in holineſs of Dodrine, to any of the Proteſtarits in Ex- 
rope, for they arc led more thawother Chriftians þy the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is 2 Spirit of rreeckne(s, moderation, and of a ſound 
mind, and they are fartheſt off from the ſpirit of malignity and Per- 
ſecution, and their Docrine hath more of conformity with that of 
the Apoſiles, and the Primitive Chriſtians, than any of. the others 3 
and though, to conclude, their confeſfijan of Faith is the moſt Ner- 
vous and finewy, the moſt Orthodox, and coutched up in terms fo 
ſtrong and powerful, that of all pigges, which yet have appeared in 
the. World, fince the Writings of the Apoſiles, itis the moſt'full and 
perfe&: Yet have they had the unhappinefs fo befoaded* with' in. 
juries by oar Synods, and by thofe of our Divines, who are the moſt 
eminent in learring, and of « fife and- piety the moſt exemplary, 
and that too in a manner altogether inhuwane and barbarousz fo. 
far, as that Monfiew Amyranld calls them Fools, -Enthuſcalts; | 
2s .are mfamoiis in their lives,, MonfiewwD? Aille, the Father ſays of 
ther, that it is a- pernicioas Se, which from thevery fournnition' 
dverthrows the Empires and GovEmments of the world z arid 0- 
thers have no better opinion. of them, imputing to them practiſes 
cor.trary totrath 3 as to receive into their Communionthe moi looſe, 
diſordered, and tmpious perſons 3 though on the contragy, their fault, 
' it be one, is juſt at the other.extremity, not to receive, neither in- 
1 to: 
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to their Socicty, nor their Communion any but ſuch , in whom 
they probably. find the marks of regeneration and that belide, their 
greateſt Crime is tocondemn the praGiſe of Churches, as Popith and 
Tyrannical, when by a right pretended to be divine, aad by vertue 
of the power . of the Reyss,. and of that of binding and looling 3 
they ere a Tribunal, os a National Eccleſiaſtical ppwer, indeper- 
dent and diftin& from that of the Magiſtrate, though othgrwiſc 
they approve of the Government of our Churches of Franceaccord- 
ing to the principles of thoſe whoeſtablih it upon a natural right, 
and ypon a conſiderate diſcipline, ina manner abſolutely like to 
civi} and politick, For it is upon this ground of natural right, af 
confederation, of Arbitrary Diſcipline, and purely. humane, which 
may, and ought to be changed and altered, according to times and 
places, it is upon this: ground, I ſay, that the Diſcipline of the Re- 
formed Churches of France is eſtabliſhed and founded, as the laſt 
Article of their Diſcipline, ſays it, in the very expreſs terms. 


CHAP. IT. 


The Aowartage of. the Congregational way , above any other 
eſtabliſhment of the Church beſyde : That it is the moſt reaſonable, 
and that oll others have inſuperable inconveniencics. 

HIS Congregational way hath incredible advantages over and 
T above all the qther eſtabliſhments of Religion., which moſt 
commonly are-of the fame extent as the civil State of every Ter- 
ritory : but, beyond all, this way introduces into a!l the Churches 
which conform to. it, or at leaſt into a great many of thoſe Churches, 
a Reformation in DoErine, in Diſcipline, and in manner of Govern- 
ment'3 wholly Apoſtolical :' it being impoſlible that of a hundred 
Congregations, or particular Churches, which ſhould differ one from a= 
nother in Faith, and in the way of Government,otherwile Independant 
each on the other, or on the Synods , but that there ſhould be 
ſome or other which does retain this Apoliolical holineſs: whereas 
it is not any wayes poſſible, as we haveſecn by experience ſince the, 
time of Conſtantine the Great, but that one national Church of the 


ſame extent as the ciyilState,ox as the Empire or Dominion of a Prince, 
| RF - muſt 
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muſt needs have many defe&s. errours, and apparent diſorders, 
not only in Diſcipline, but alſo in DoGrine, for theſe following 
Reaſons, | 

1} We muſt conſider a National Church, either in the manner, as 
it was eſtabliſhed by Conſtantine, Theodoftus, and Fuſtinian, of as great 
an extent as the Roman Empire, in which the State Eccleſiaſtical 
was regulated after the Model of the Civil State : where tlie Biſhop 
of a City or place,whoſe extent was called ragyinia,was paralleF to the 
Defenſor Civitatis, or to the Dux+ The Archbiſhop, or the Metropoli= 
tan of the Province was parallel to the Preſes or Proconſul, and Cor= 
refor; The Dioceſan, the Primate, or the Patriarch, wlio. was alſo 
the Hexarch in the time of the Calcedonian Council , was parallel 
to the Legat of the Emperour, or Vicarins, where the Pretorium was , 
and where there was in the Eccleſiaſtical State a ſubordination 
of Courts and Tribunals, as in the Civil State: for that was the Er 
rour of the Anticnts to adjuſt the Eccleſtaftical Government to the 
Civil, inſtead of practiſing the quite contrary, according to-the-judi- 
cious maxim of a wiſe Ttalian Politician. Biſogne accomodare Ia regi= 
one di Stato alla Religione, &-non la.Religione alla rag one di Stato, 

Or we muſt conſider the National Church, when the Pa- 
\ Hors are in an <quality of rank. and dignity, but with ſabordinati- 
on to Provincial or National Afſemblies, Conſiſtories, Colloquies, 
and Synods, Now in either manner of eſtabliſhment, where there 
is obſerved in all things an uniformity of Doctrine and of Diſcipline, 
and which is preſſed by the ſame. rigorqus {cverities in the State Ec«- 
clefiaſtical, as the Laws are in the Civil, in either manner, I fay, e- 
ven, when the Magiſtrate favours the true Worſhippers of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, there happens Frrours and diforders innumerable, which ne- 
ver would be found in the eſtabliſhment of the Congregational way :. 
as when the Biſhop or a ſmall number. of Paſtors has the whole ma- 
nagement and ſupervition of affairs3 and” where it is impoſſible, but 


Pafiors, and of a ſmall! number of People, This is what has been. 
obſerved-by the Hiſtorians Socrates, and Sozomen, and by the Fathers. 
Gregory Nuztanzen ayes, that he had never ſeen Synods to produce a=. 
ny good-effefts, but that, they had rather increaſed Heretic , > 
bi 1HEQ! 


( 5') | 
Rifled- and fupprefs'd it. Martyn, the Biſhop of Tours, had no'bet- 
ter opinion of them: All the Synods, efpecially,' the Ocecamenical, 
had been Shire-halls, houſes of confuſion, or even Aceldame's. if the 
Emperours, or their Commiſlaries had not thrown water upon the fire 
which they had kindled :; Yet they could not always fo hinder, bur 
that theſe two great evils of Synods andiBiſhops, the 81xzpyveie; and the 
#:1aa9i4, did tranſport them to the very extremities of tyranny and 
cruelty : infomuch* that Dioſcorns- who was Preſident in the i ſecotid 
Council of Fpheſis over four '/hundred perſons, was fo: moved: with 
rage and paſhon againſt Flavian Biſhop of Antiveh; that he roſe up 
from his ſeat; and killed: him with blows and kicks, and alſo-tram-. 
pled: upon: his body after 'he was dead: *Tis: remarkable. that 'the 
Canons full of piety and pure Doctrine, were never i made.\in Nu- 
merous and Occumenicat-Synods, but in thoſe that were private and 
compoſed of a few. perſons, ſuch: as was that of Orenge, where we 
read theſe words that deſerve to be writ in Gold. Tales nos amat 
Deus , quales futuri ſumus ipfins dono , non-quales ſumus noſftro me* 
rito : having init-only the hrſt Nicene Council which hath /produs 
ced us this moſt Nervous confettion concerning; the: bleſſed] Tri- 
nity, $ VR T 5115-6 FF to 353: 

| Ladd that im the Eſtabliſhment: of -a NationaÞChurech, which ob- 
ſerves in a large extent of Dominion the ſame uniformity bf! Religi- 
en as of Policy, it is neither goodneſs nor truth, neither ſincerity, 
nor. a wel-form'd defign that acts, burtit is- hazard, worldly inter-- 
reſt, power; andthe greateſt; number, which is; oftentimes the moſt 
grxbncous,cand. the iwill of -oner{ingle Perſon invelied with an-abſo- 

"lite power, which is moſt ;commonly taken up by. Flatterers , and 

Counſellors; 'who-are animated with other: motives than.thoſe of Con 

fcience, or who, how good fſoever, and ſincere otherwiſe, are not ik 

luminated, noxrilearned enough to givea right judgement abaut mat- 

* ters of Religion. Carneades (aid. that the, State of Athens was unhap- 
y, in which wiſe men made fair Overtures, and gave good,Counſels, 
bai Fools judged of . them, and ordered: all things 2ccording-to thei 
idle and extravagant. fancies, | Andindeed Wiſe ,mcn may conſult; 
but it is the greateſt number, -or the longeſt and beſt ſword that de- 
termines,. which is too often in 'the hands of thoſe, who have more 
firength of power, than forceof judgement, ſo that by this, eſtabliſh. 

ment. of a. National: Eccleſiaftical Government,, thouſ:ndsof,Chri- 

- ians and faithful Souls are as much obliged to fubmit' themſelves ta 
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the Religion of a whole Empire , according +09 the. eltablilhment - 
which ſhalt be made, of it by ami Idolatzous 'Rebgboamn ,, by an dArnian 
Conſtantine, by an Apoſtate Julian, by a Popiſh Mary Queen of Eng- 
land, as to that which {halt be ſetup by a David, by a Conftantine the 
the Great, and by aQucen Elizabeth of cyer blefſed memory 3 which 
Incanvenicpeies.neithier-can'nor ever 'willbeableto- happen ina place; 
where the Cangregational way ſhalt be: eſtabliſhed. It may be one 
Soveraign, who: flialt the as Heretick, as Carftewrer, will ilue forth 
his-commands for the eftablifhmerit of his berehie jn. all the places of 
his dominion , 'as Theodeſiur the ſecond made' another for that of the 
Orthodox Faith, when he commanded, that all the Subjecsiof his 
Empire ſhould: receive the faith from Damuaſess of Rome, and fromi-Pes 
' ter of Alexandria. / But. it may'hikewiſe- fall out, that that fame Ems 
perour./to:wit, Theodofins thie ſecond; might make two:'Ordinances, 
which may mutually deftroy-one another 3 for he convoked the firſt 
Synod of Epheſus, which condemned the Opinion of Neſtorizes, and 
fome years'after he convoked ' the ſecond Synod of Epbeſnes;, which 
contradicted it, and 'allowed the opinion of Neftorizs,' i 1 ff 
- 2 T HI S fare inconvenience!!is- verified /by the: eſtablith- 

ment of the beſt reformed Churches in the World, I mean chat 
of Lathin;, and of 'Catvin:..' For as the Reformation was that of a 
National'Church of the fame extent with 'that of the Territory of 
the Soveraign where it was eſtabliſhed fo-likewile did it.caory the 
Obligation into Germany, Smeedlaxd, and Denmark, that they ſhould 
ſubmic'ro Conſubſtantiation; without any- bodies having the liberty 
ro form aſſemblies to therſelves whichmayrejecditz which .Churchos 
might do if they were Independant.” The fame inconvenienge 'is 
happened, and muft happen from the National cfitabliſhment of the 
Reformation which Calvin hath made in England, Holland, ſome parts 
of Germany, and cHewhere: and how pure ſoever the Reformation 
was as for the Do&rine of that holy man, it is extremely .defe< 
Qive as to the Diſcipline, the power Ecclehiafiick, and thac Tuiby« 
nal whick he 'Erected ''in Geneva, diſtin&t and Independant'oni che 
Magiſtrate, by vertue of a pretended Divine right and power, which 
hath been the cauſe -of all thoſe infinite diſorders, confuſions, and 
even Schiſms in England, Scotland, Hollazd, and Geneva, even. in the 
time of 'Celvin, as we read 1n his Epiſtles. ; | : 3%" 
+ : 3. ONE great convenience which is found in the Eftabliſhmene. 
of a National Government, is;-that it is always grounded upon 'hu- 
| p mane 
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mane principles, cruel, and barbarous, as to conftrain, to periceute, 


- 3d Even to burn thoTe who in matter of Religion do not embrace 


that of the Eccleſiaſtical State,*dr of theWagiſtrate that eſtabliſhes ir, 
and do not conform to all the praQtices that he appoints and com- 


' mands» | 


4. THE Y. ſay that this National eſtabliſkmenr. of Eccle- 


fiaſticat Government , deprives Man of his Reaſon , and his na- 


' turd}. and © Religiotts liberty”, in che 'Thoice he ought to. ,make 
"df his God; arid of the worlkip He onght'to render him, and. to which 


he fhould: not beconfirained;} but petfivaded3” nefther tobe brought 


to it by cuſtome nor by birth, nor likewiſe by-the Law of the Magi- 
ſtrate, unleſs he be convinced that his Ordinances and commands 
in matters of Religion are conformable to the word of Gads farthey 


+ - 


Prefs mightily por: this confideration, . that this eſtabliſhmengedi- 
Tots Man of the f ved 


me liberty in' his religious fife; as he bath in the 


Civil; white he is-riot mgm” ag Law of the, Magillratc to 
: theoſcthiv-Hhotife, his Wife, his Mifter,” ' 


his Seryint, his Lawyer, his 


Phyſician; his Calling, nor ary one particular, thanner how to govern 


his Fereiily, provided it may be dbne without breaking the publick - 

- Shi. = 99 25g, EE. ws at ons RS 

THEY fay; that How thjuft''or How (RFA Vagans ſever the 
uU 


Laws of the Magiftrate might befor the regulating of Politie, yet 


57 


there ts-nothing unreafonable , neither in the Magilirate generally - 
to corriiniand the prattice of them, norin all Subjects ſubmitting to 


. then, without” reſerve-'or exctption\, {6 Tong as the importance: pf 


thoſe Laws do not extend beyond the preſent life 3. but if it; xeqches 


- Airtfict, 9d Coiificnice and Ftertta! Salvation, be concerned, cherc- 


in, they believe,” thatin aniformity of Faith apy; Religion, which 
fhontd be impoked upon us, how good ſo eyer the-thing might be 
in its ſelf, it would be wicked and unreaſonable. becauſe is woald 
do violence to' the Confctence, of which the Magiſtrate is nov.the 


- Maſter, not the Atbiter, as he is of the Bodies and cates of Men... 
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That upon the ground of this Hypotheſis, That every Supream 
Authority , either in the Popiſh or the Presbyterian Church, 

is ſubje(? to Error ; Monfjeur de, Condom hatb i reaſon to 

'* approze of the Congregational way ,,. aud the lydependency of 


_ |particular Churebes o9.4ny other. Authority thai that. of Jeſus 


} \- 


Chriſt in bisVVord, + | 


DUT, there is nothing, which does more: reaſonably eſtabliſh the 
"Independancy of particular Churches, nor which more, power- 
fully deftroyes this Authority in the Church, by a. divine-right i; and 
the neceſſity there is, that a perſon ,. or a, particular Church ſhould 
depend'upon. its Ordinaffees, {pales that Supream.Authoxity 1s in- 
fallible; for if it be ſubje& to Error, it muſtof neceſſity.do.violegce to 
- the Chriſtian liberty of the faithful, and'fo degenerate into a Tyran- 
nical Authority) there is nothing, I.ſay, which eſtabliſhes; more. rca- 
ſonably the Tndependency of particular Churches, nor which more 
powerfully deſtroyes their dependency, than the account which the 
Biſhop of Condom gives of the judgements of the, Independants, and 
of the Sentence that the, Synod , of Chaxenton:pronounced againli 
" THET believe, (ayes he, that every if aithfid Member; ought to. fol- 
lors the illuminations of his own Conſcience,  witbout| ſubmitting bis juage- 
ment to the Authority of any Body, nor any Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly, and they 
do not refuſe to ſubmit to the word of God, nor to embrace the deciſions of 
Synods , when after a due and through Examination .of them, they find 
them reaſonable, That which they refuſe to do.., is to ſubmit their judge- 
ment to that of any Aſſembly, ls is aSociety of Men that are ſubjet 
#0 Error, 

THE Goſpel it ſelf is not more trac than this perſwaſion of 
Independants, and that Biſhop conld not approve of one more rca- 
ſonable, to wit, that a particular perſon, or Church, ought not to 
ſubmit their Faith, their Religion, nor the guidance of their man- 
ners to an Authority which is ſubject to crrour, but only to the 
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. Word of God, which: is. an infallible Authority, Upon this ground 
the Biſhop of Condem hath reaſon-to.condemn the Synod of .Charenton, 
for having taxcd the Judgement of the Independants with Exrour , 
which conſiſts, as layes the Synod, in. what they teach, that every Ghyurch 
ought to be governed by its own lays, without any dependance upon any 
in matters Eccleſiaſtical, and without any obligation to acknowledge the au= 
thority of . Synods far its gouernance. and conduit. | 
TAREN, a liwls atter, this lame.Synod decides, that this Sed is 
45. prejudicial ' #0] the! State as. to! the Church © that it .opens/a door to all 
forts 'of | Irregularities., and\:extravagancies : that it takes away all the 
means of bringing any-remedy to them and that if "it had field-raom enough. it 
world form to it ſelf as many Religions, as Pariſhes or particular Aſſemblies. 
T HE SE laſt. words, fayes the Biſhop, diſcover, that it is prin- 
cipally, in matters. of Faith, that. the Synod would ciiabliſh depen- 
dancy, fince the greatcft inconvenience that he takes notice of,in.- 
to which--the. faithful . pcople ot. God - would fall by: independancy, 
is, that they would frame as many Religions as Parilhes3 then, ſays 
he, of neccflity,gecording to the Dotrineof that Synod, each Church, 
and. by. a: {txonger reaſon .cach particular,. nauſt depend, as to what re- 
ſpcs faith, upon; a. ſupreme Authority,, which rclides in ſome Al- 
ſembly, or_ in ſame body, to.which Authority all the faithful people of 
God ought .to ſubmit their Judgement. 

T HIS Biſhop could take notice of nothing more. unreaſonable, 
and more cxtravagant in. our Synods, than; to oblige a private per- 
ſon to ſubmit himnafclt: in;mattcxs of Faith.to the Judgment of an Aflem» 
bly, whoſedecifiong orc got the Word ofGad,that is to ſay;not infallible. 

*T.1-S. > true, - that; prc-ſuppoling all Supreme Authority. in the 
Church, whether in the , Protetant, or. Romifh,, is. ſubje to errour, 
the Government of the Adverfaries of Rome, of Independants, or 
other Protcſtants, is equally juliitiable, when they refuſe to pay ſub» 
miffion to the, Authority ot -Rome, ſinge that; it, is incomparably more 
defective than that which ;the Proteſtants ſet: up. in their Churches, 


BUT on theother fide, -it itbe; true, that, upon this graungd,..the 
Government of the, Indepengants is more jultihable and more-. rca» 
ſonable than that, of, other Protefiants who blindly ſubmit. them- 
{lycs toa Tribunal ſubjcct to crrour, and whoſe condudt and go- 
nance is beyond all compariſon fuxther off from Reaſon, - than is 
that. of . the , Papiſis3 [tor prc-ſ{uppoling,. that., | 
Rome is infallible, the: ſabmjon, which the = 
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preme Authority, is f6 much the more reaſonable as that of the Pro- 
reftants is- the'leſs, when'they ſubmit to a' ſupreme Authority which 
they themfclves believe is ſubject to errour, *  » -: | 

I N'fhorr, the Biſhop of * Condom hath great reaſon to be ſure, that 
the Proteſtants arc mightily beſide the Cuſhion , and to blame, for 
condemning the Intallibility of Rome, fo long as the Inconteftability. 
and indiſputableneſs whicn they inveſt their ſupreme Authority with- 
al, carries the (ame Obligation along with/it to obedience and-ſub- 
miſſion.” A- great Divine of ours who relates the' Jidgemenit of the 
Proteftants' herenpon, tbr. 1. cap. $. de Clavibus, expreſſes hirriſdlf in 
theſe words. Hujvuy ligament! qus Paſtores Eceleſie conflringunt peccexto« 
res, tanta &t vis & certitudo, ut Chriftus pronunciet, ſi quid ligaverint 
_ paftores in terris, id fore ligatum in clo; id of, Deum Ratum hahity- 

rum hanc ligationem,  poteft' fieri aliquando wut Tigatio fit 'onjuſta,; valt tas * 

men | Chriftus' eam ratam eſſe, -non enim fas eſt hominj qui inguft extant. 
municatus eff, invaaere ſacram Canam, & invitis Paftoribus #rriumpere in 
communiomem Ecelefie, | OPT ES QONTTYE THINS © FATT - $6# 

IS not that to tell us, that a 'man | excommunicated unjuſtly, is 
as much obliged to ſibmit-himfelf to -the exeommurnication pro- 
notinced ' againit 'him 'by an Aiithority which hath'terred, as when It 
is given by an Authority which hath not erred ? And- is not that 
fo tcll us, that in every way, whither juſtly or unjuſtly, a perton deli- 
vercd to Satan (as isthe general opinion of all Proteltants{oxcepting 
my Father ) that ro dehver to Satan and to excommunicate are 
one and the ſame thing.) oupht not to diſpute ore refiſt" that 'Ay- 
thority, which hath * delivered” hin vp to that evil Spirit ?- To'con- 
clude; is not that to ſpeak in the Language of! the Canon, Sipapa di- 
finF. 40. which will by no means permit a -perſon caſt 'thus to the 
Pcvil, although againſt al! right and juſtice, by the Authority of the 
Popc, to refilt that ſupreme Authority. | 

T BE Biſhop likewiſe hath no- leſs good Reaſon tobe ſure, char 
the corjundtion off aNthe-parts of-Romiſh Church im-one body would 
be '\unj$afbnable! if they were riot eimented- by infallibilityz and to 
divett'ir of its Infallibility; is to! break it in pieces, 1s to caſt eve- 
ry of its leaft parts into Independancy, and to 'give liberty to e- 
cry of them to govern themſelves according to thyr own mode and 
way, and to do their buſinefs by themſelves. Bs 
” BUT here we ſhould obſerve,” as we goalong, that of twodepths 
* af Satan, the Eccichafſtica! Power,and Intallibility, the firſtis a _ an 

TTTELE F vor 


(1) 
Impoſture,and a clicats but that preſuppoling that it is not @ cheat, but a 
thing that is good, and true, and the uſe of which is neceffary in the 
Chuich, Infallibility is naturally and reaſonably a conſequence of ir. 
And intruth,our Reformers have placed Incontelſtability in the roon:- 
of Infallibility. But it is true alſo, that it Intallibility be a pure \(chear. 
theotheris a purcandabſolute tyranny, and itis Ic(5 reaſonable,in not 
being a natural conſequence of Eccleliafiical power: inconteſtability is 2 
thouſand times worſe than Infallibity exccpt it be in one thing,and that 
is, that it hath not been of ſo long a Duration. 

*T IS here no doubt wherein the illuminations of humane Rea- 
ſon were not fo great to our firſt Reformicrs, as to the generation of 
men in this Age : For as thoſe forelaw in it, that a ſubmiſſion of 
ſo many Princes and people, who differed in Culiomes, Laws, and 
Languages; -to'ani Authority ſubject to errour, was not only unrea- 
ſonable, but alſo impoſſible, to prevent the revolt both of Kings and 
people, they witha great deal of Juflice invelted it with Intallibility. 

A ND: tis here-too that the Bilſbop of Condom triumphs over us; 
and hasgreat 'reaſon' for: it on his fide, when he reproaches us that 
we have. been: deficicut /in our Politicks, in not ercCting| ait.ong us:an 
infallible Tribunal, and/that we arc much. to blame, :tor:obliging che 
faithful people of God with ſo much rigour and ſeverity to ſubmit 
to a tribunal ſubje&- to'errour 3 but thoſe of Rome are not ſo, for they 
oblige their pcople to ſubmit to one that is infallible, : 

BUT the Independants, as they are led by the illumination of 
grace, and reaſon, ſo likewiſe are they molt reationally, and,with 
great Juſtice and Piety dilcngaged rot only from a pretended Infallibte 
Friinal, but alſo from the Tyranny of fach dependance, or ſubmiſſion 
toan Authority ſubject to' errour. 

AS to the Aﬀlertion. of the Synod of Charenton, that the Sc& 0 
'the- Independants' opens the 'door to all manner.of Irrcgularitiesand 
Extravagances, that Afﬀertion, I ay, ſeems playkible, at. the. firſt, as 
in truth it is not only plauſible, but moſt reaſonable in matters pure- 
ly Civil, in which, if there were not a la} Reſortrand Refuge, and Ap- 
peal from Court to Court in the Territories of, a Soveraign, there 
would be as manyCourts erected Independant one on theother,not only 
as there arc Families, but as-there are private perſons. Whichincon- 
venience is not one in watters of Religion, Faith, Doctrine and: Divitie 
Worthip, in* which theConſcierceot cvery oneis thelaſtraſordwhere- 
in the buſineſs is to be judged without anyfurther Appealzand where 
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none] ought to'be conſtrained, but'exhartedand perſivaded: 'A'Synod! 
is to perſwade a particular Churchi to embrace ſuch a Faich 3 buc ic 
hath neicherright nor power to force it, Now a particular Church is 
to do theſame as to one of its Members, and if it carries any contiraint 
with it, it no longer a&s as a Church, aad as an Aﬀembly of. Chriſti-! 
ans and faichful»pebple, but as a Magittrate; 'atlcati: like. an:Arbiter 
and :Judge, to''whor Feſlzs: Chrith ſent the plantcth tin theeighteenth 
Chapter of -Sr. Matthew, in theſe words. tell it to the Church, that is tofay; 
tell it to an Aﬀembly which had -neither any Court, nor any power, 
nor Juriſdiction, and where the party intimated mightly decline, or re- 
fule che-Judgement without damage; as it appears by thoſe words of Fes 
ſus Chrift,. if her dyes i not heavken' #9 the: Chazrch, 1 For by theſe words; lee 
him be untoth:e, 6c. Feſis'Chrift does not command-theGhurch to pros 
cetd.to'an Excommunication of | that party'that has done the; wrong, 
but he adviſes the offendcd party to cite the other, who has deprived 
himſelf of thequality of a Brothcr before the natural Judges, as well 
of the Publicans as of the Heatheiis, the 'oae being the Miniſters of 
the:State; and the other being ob-theReligion of the; Empexour, | Fn 
ſhort, he Church as ſuch, - and confidered as: Chrittians, ;and: honeſt 
men, hathi-no-more-jurifdicion; that aColledpe of. 'Phildfophers; 
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Wt SO ABN Tens 
That the deſſes of the Congregational Churches i} "moſt holy 4nd 


moſt reaſonable, when they, labajr (to retain « Confurmity of 

' Faith withtheother Reformed Churckes, but take the 31h 
io differ- fromthe in nutter of Diſcipline ::0f the venerait- 
on they have for Calvin, and for the Ghaxckes. which follow 
tis Dotirize'and Dzſripline. 3,600 E 6 T6) 25 EEE IX ; 
GDI HIST TED JEQ- 43 STTTFETSS 4 TOO TON ££ 3} SE)V};XL0NTEL 
4.FÞE> defigmofproduding their: Confefion' of Faith; is to lhew), 
1 that it is the very Maſterpiece of an cxtreamlyjuditious Govern 
ment3 and asit- was the work of perſons moſt perfect-in the Study 
- -of Divinity; the principal: defign they had' in thecompolition of their 
Conftſhonwas to declave: and teliihe to-the! World, that altho every 
'  Ghirchaitght take theliberty'to differ: from others-in difcipline;they 
-cught -ncycrtheleſs"tolabgus above all things to tetain — the 
m4... 1s wht _ 5960 
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ſame faith in matters, that are eſſential with all the Reformed Chur- 
ches. This is what the Congregationalparty have-done-with-great- 
care and circumſpedtion in the making of their Conteffion : for be- 
ſide, that they do but a very little differ from that oi the Presbyte- 
rians, and that they do not at all divide from them, but in, matges 
of Diſcipline, they have” alſo indeavonrtd''to have 'their Fatcth tons 
formable to the Doctrine of the Chiitch-of- England and '2s'19' their 
Diſcipline, it is very ſimple and naked : they have no other than that 
which Saint Paul gwes in three words, to wit, That every thing in the 
Church ſhould be done Decently and in Order, They have elpccial- 
ly had an cye to. the practice of the Churches undcr tl e good Roman 
Emperors, undcr Conſtantive, Thendoſins, Martianns, and Jujtinign, un» 
dex whom they kept a fixit uniformity in Faith; and that correſpon= 
dence was maiztained by letters which they called Litere Tefimonia- 
tes, Circulares,Eccleſiaſtice, Formats 3 tao otherwiſe they took the liberty 
to differ one from another, even under oneand the ſame Emperour, in - 
Diſcipline, in Cuſtomes, and in Cercmonies. Saint Auſtin, Epiſt, ad Ta- 
nuarium, 119. Of Epiſt. 86, ad Caſulanum Presbyterum , permits any 
Church to differ from others in Ceremonies, and in manner of Go- 
verniment, .provided that they agree with them in Unity of Faith, 
The Hiſtorian Socrates, libr, 5. cap. 2T. tells us, that there was'not to 
be found two Churches in all the Roman Empire, which obſerved ove 
and the ſame form of Prayers to God. The J-:ſuit Main5ourg, how zea- - 
lous ſoever he is to the Unito:cmity of Rome in his Dc&rine and diftie 
pline, yct he ccalcs not to fay, and to maintain, that the diverſity of u- - 
ſages,cuſtornics, apd | ractices, 1s compatible with the unity of Faith. 
One ought noi, lays he, never to leparate for the diverfity and cuſtomes, which - 
may be different the one from the other, without the wounding the Unity of 
Faith. Pag. 303. of bis third book, of the Treatiſe of Schiſm among the 
Greciins, Thave read as much 1 a great Lawyer, it is Godefrey the Son. 
* Certiſſtma olim figei, conteſſeratio erat 113 Enchariſtiam ſumere, "Opad Ec 
ditchantur non in eadems diſciplina, fed fide, TT at bf L 15 TE 
WE tuſi alſo 'do thcm this julſitce, that there are no D&ctors who 
Fave a greatcr Vencration for the Dottrcir c and memory of Cal»iz, nbx 
who dclire with niore ardent zeal to have a ftrict and clofe Communion 
wich the Churches which follow the Doctrine of thatholy- man, thaa 
their Paſtors 3 altho they believe that they may have, as-I have aid, 
the liberty to differ from them in matter of diſcipline, without thinking 
\ themfclves guilty, either of ſeparation: or ſehifits. + * Nos 
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CHAP. V. 


That the Congregational Churches do moſt rationally Eſtabliſl 
the Authority \of Synods and Paſtors, ard the nature of Hy 
Charch, i611 724 | | 


| 'T"IS 2 great wrong and injury done to the Independants, to 

& affhim that they conden n Synods, ſince on the contrary, they 
ENabliſh the true vſc of them, as the Biſhop of Condom, who hath mwre 
charity for them than other Synods, and 'oar Divines acknowledge. 
The Independants, ſays he, do not refuſe to embrace and comply with the de- 
ciſuns of” Synods, when, after they have duely examined them, they find them 
not unreaſonable: that which they refnſe to do, is to ſubmit their Fudgement 
to that of any Aſſembly or Seciety ſubjef to errour, | 
THE Indcependants argue as Mr. Pajon does : Though Feſtus Chriſt 
himſelf, ſays he, ſhould come p from Heaven to dwcll on the earth again 
Fith all the rayes of | Glory that are rband about him, to teach us, and to 
guide and dire ws ; yet it would be impoſſible for us to obey him reaſona= 
bly, without making uſe of onr iwn illumination to know it, and to judge whi- 
ther it be juſt and reaſonable to obey himin all things. 

If he would not have a humane Judgement. ſubmit to that which 
diſcovers it's Infallibility with ſo much dazling and luſtre, unleſs rea- 
ſon lead one_toit 3 by an Argument & fortiori would he approve 'pf 
the conduct of the Independants as reaſonable ,, when they re- 
fuſe to ſubmit to a Judgement that 1s humane and fallible. 

BUT. the true Conſticution of Synods according to them, when 

they look upon them as the Aſſemblies of the Miniſters of Jetus 

Chriſt, of Divines, and of faithful people, and the true uſe they 

make. of them, ard which ought to be madeot them, is to ask, and 

receive from, them - advice and counſel, as one expcets, and as oge 

ought to receive it from wiſe and experienced men, and not by 
way of command and impulſe. That is all the Authority that the 
great Arch-Biſhop of 4rmagh, and Mr. Baxter gives them, when they 
conſider them as ſuch: And allo the Occumenical Synods which were 
held under Conſtantine and Martian, had no more, before thoſe Empe- 
* TOUrs 
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rours gave to their conclufions the force and prevalence of Canons, 
and the Santion of Imperiz! Laws, 

” THEY-rake the Apoſtolical Synod for the model of the Autho- 
rity of all Synods, at leaſt of that which they would attribute to 
themſelves: and although' it was the onley Synod that was guided 
by the ſpirit of Infallibilicy, and its Authority was. much moxe cmi-= 
nent otherwiſe than that of all the Synogal Acme in the 
{ucceeding Ages 3 yet it 'never went, asthe others have done gee, to 
throw out 4nathema's at the heads of thofe who refliſe ro be abegient 
to them but it only concludes with this' exhortation; if your keep thefs 
Canons, you will do well, IEEE ITT 
THEY ſpeak of the nature of theChurch, of the power and cal. 
ling ot Paſtors, and of their Ordination, and according to the. good 
maxims ot: Monfiexr Meſtrozat, Monſieur Pajon,'and Mynſienr Claude, and 
_ Dodtors were the: tirft who have tfablifhed the'trur nature”o} 
Schifime: 1000133 CT OTE « iy Y'T 2h ibs $4) 4.1.) | 
A Sto whatrefpeets. the Power;'the Authority, and the Jurifdidtion 
of Paſtdrs, they acknowledge no otheriin the Church than that which is 
confined in every particular Church; and which goes not heyond pet= 
{waſtor,or at the fartheſt a'dedlavation' that it m3kes, that it no lonper 
owns: fuch and fuch,: cither tor eh&/Paſt ors, or Members. of its Society : 
And this is what is.done by a natral right; and/not-io ſhooting our the 
thunderclaps of Excommunication, or depoſrtion againft thems for Ex- 
communication isnot a bufine(s that is:mprh diſputed of amo! gheww. 
The hercticksand che'wicked/being/conttyriedby their owh conte(l. 
on, have no-necd/tobe excatimmmnicaited Be age theyare excommuni- 
cated of theiniſclves,as the Biſhop'Godem tell$uidiin his Paraphiaſe up- 
ou the eleventh-Verſe, of the third Chapter 'of cNeFpiltſe to Tits, 4 
man that is an Heretick, aftey the firſt and feeontt Admonition © rene; Joe 
that be that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and finneth, being condepret oft h mfr; 
and it is what he ſays, after Saint Ferome. ' If iy ne of theie Aer" 
blics practiſe Excommunication, it isthat or a netfir Living ns, i 
is not -a privation'from the holy Supper; buc-an 'cze&idnol th 
out of the Aﬀſembly,'no longer to'be reckoned any of their Megibers. 
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'CHAP. VI. 


An Arfger to thoſe who ſay that the C ongregational A is In- 
© ' compatible with the Civil power ;, and that. it deprives the 
_ Magiſtrate of the Right, he hath to :the Government of the 


- Church: that it is Introductory of Irreligion, Ignorance, and 
Schiſme in the Church. AW 1 & 


= 


HE. four ang twenticth; Chapter of. their confeſſion of faith; 

Þ& condemns thoſe who ſpeakot them, as. of | perſons that deſpiſe 

Superiour Powers: For it is eaſiy to demonſtrate that their- way is 
ſo tar from being,, as Monſiexr Daille. belicycd, , pernitious; and. ſuch 
as Jes the peace of the woxld, .or which 'over-throws the Goverri« 
T ents of it, and.,the authority both of Soveraigns and their ſtates; 
RE $a the contrary, ,there is no way in theworld which contributes 
more to . the ſtrength'ning of, Empires ,| Eſpecially of Monarchies., 
and which ought. leſſe diſquiet the Crowned heads for fear leaſt they 
ſhould cauſe by it any commotions in the State, than theirs :' For 
a; they donot ſet up and eſtabliſh any. Eccleſiaſtical tribunal. indepen- 
dant on the Magiſtrate, whigh draws, along; with it the two thirds of 
the moſt conſiderable perſons of. the State, eſpecially; thoſe wh6 are 
molt nice, and Scrupulous, in. Religiqnis! it': is:impolſible that: there 
ſhould be'any troubles made... by ;leagucs\-and contederations'in- that 
manner as may be in all the Presbyterian. Churches of a Nation, and 
as thoſe pradiſe it, when they forme to themſelves, asoft times they 
have, done. an Afermbly of thcix, deputies - 1. 4: le 4 
_ A LL. the world:knowes, that theſe general and National Aﬀembs 
lies of the (Clergy, have. been, formidable to. Kings and Parliaments; 
xcauſe they are as an Altar, anda. Severaign-Ecclefraftical power; 

oppoſed to a Soveraign and civil power, of which there have been 
ſeen pernitious effects in Scotland, and which France , would have 
found , if the reformed Religion had prevailed over the Romiſh: 
AndIam very much perſuaded that nothing ſo much diverted Henry 
the fourth from the thoughts he might have had to eſtabliſh the Re- 
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formed Religion in France, as the apprehenlion he had that his acti- 
ons, being ſomewhat free, might be too far lookt into and examin=- 
cd by the Synods and the Confiftories, and that his perſon ſhould be 
brought under their Juriſdiction. | DLNIE £5 111 Pits out 
AS thercfore the Independants do  condemn' theſe Maxims , 
and theſe practiſes, which are abſolutely contrary totheirs3 hovy il1 
intended foever they | were, or might'be, it- is no more poſſible for 
them to ſet up in a Kingdom, a Soveraign Eccleſiaſtical Jariſ- 
diction , than for all the Companies of Merchants and Tradeſ- 
men , or for all the Families of France to ere& a Tribunal, and 
a Mcrchandizing, or Oecumenical Power, which may be equal'with 
that of the Civil State, Ez ' 1M 12005 £5 044 
' IN a word, as the Congregational Churches domneither receive 
Ordinances , nor: Commandments from their -Synods, © but -only 
counſels and advice, and that they cannot 'afſcrable ina body by 
their deputies , they give a great advantage unto Magiſtrates to 
poſſels an intire and perfe& Soveraignty, and to take for their 
Motto, Divide & Impera. : Fox thoſe who deprive their:Synods of all 
Authority , and who do not attribute to themſelves any: other 
power than that of perſuaſion, are the moſt remote of all from 
framing, to themſelves, cither an Empire, 'or one tobe chief over 
them. | YO net 1 £ 
*'TIS true, their weakneſs is their ſubſcribing to that Maxim 
af Cicero, libr. de Qfficiir. Ut tmtela, fic procuratio Reipublice ad 'uti- 
litatem eornm. qui commiſſi ſunt, no2 ad eorum quibus commiſſs oft ge- 
runda eft : and: to that of Selvian ,  libr. de Providentia. Infinitam 
Regie Majeſtatis poteſtatem ifti agnoſcunt, qui infinitam divini Numinis 
Omnipotentiam non credant, 2.3: (2 UHIESUES 1 
- *TIS true, they are: accuſed for depriving the Mapiſirate froin, 
the (ame Authority, and Soveraign Intendence'over the Eceleft> 
aſtical State , as over that of -the Civil :' But notwithſtanding) 
they do uthcicntly [atisfy all: reaſonable'and conſiderate perſons 
of this in the four and twentieth Chapter of their Confeton, 
Beſide thoſe who condemn that collaterality of Governments and 
of Tribunals, the one Eccleſiaſtical, and the other Civil, in one 
and the ſame territory, and who believe that it comes fromthe: 
forge of Antichriſt, and that it hath introduced Popery ' into the world; 
do not trouble themſelves about refolving the diflicalty,' nor about” 
albgning to cach his Lawes, his. Courts', his Officers',' his' $9-- 
Fa D veraign, 
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yeratgn, andthe meaſure of his Power and Authority. - - 

I add, that as the force and cficacy of Laws does not conſiſt in,” 
whither they- are Ecclchiattical or Civil,. nor in their goodneſs, ju- 
ſtice, and truth; but in the will of him, er thoſe, who (it at the 
Helm of Affairs, 4he Congregational Churches muſt of neceffity 
acknowledg: the force: of all thoſe Laws, whither for the Eccleſt- 
altical, or the Civil State : only they affirm, that as the Magiſtrate 
is not Intallible, he may poſhbly abuſe his right, and crr. cither in 
the publication, or. the execution: of his Laws, of what Na- 
ture ſoever they be: and: as they are not obliged to obey all 
Civil Laws, no more arc they obliged: to obey all; Laws Eccle- 
fiaſticalz they affirm alſo, that as the Empire of ' Feſ#s Chrift, in mat- 
ters of Religion, is net over the bodics, buti'over the hearts of 
men, the Magiſtrate who: is the ProteQtor:and Defender of the vis 
Gble Church of 'Feſws Chriſt, in his Territories, fins extremely, when 
he makes Laws and Ordinances that do violence to the bodies of his 
Subjcs, and that take from them that liberty, which every man 
qught to:havc:in.the choice off his Religion, and-in the manner» of 
{crving God.. '- piT7p 

BUF that. crime whiclr is mpoſed'on them, ſuppoking- it to-be 
one, is: incomparably leſs, than that of Prerbyterian Churches, all 
which follow the eſtabliſhment, and the practiſe of Calvin, who 
{et up/in Genevs an Eccleliaftical Tribunal, ladependant and di- 
ſanct from. that of the Magiſtrate inſomuch that a.learned man- 
Lamed Monſieur Juriex,has writ a large Book, wherein he endeavours 
to. prove, that the Soveraign. Magiſtrate, conſidered as ſuch, has not: 
any jurildiqion, nor Intendeneec over the Collected Churches in his: 
Dominions, and that he hath, no other right than that-of Infpecti-- 
an, and- conſidered as-a Chriſtian, and one of his prinzipal- Mem- 
bers: wherein Monſtexr: Furiez is: more Independant than the Indepen-- 
dants. themſelves, and. he does.not afford ſo much Authority to the- 
Magjlixate-oyer the Churches that are colle&ed within his Territos 
rics and Lominions, as-the independants.do. 

THE Independant Churches and their Paftors axe very wide: 
from theſe thoughts and practiſes : For the Authority of every Con- 
gregation, being as-that-of every Family, what liberty ſoever it has- 
to govern it {elf according (to its own way and: humour, it is nor, 
- Ncither in right, nor in power, nor even in will, to ſet up a Tri- 
buna)..Giftin&, from, aud, Independent on that. of the Magiſtrate, 
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AFTER all, a Prince who ſhould endeavour to eſtabliſh af 
Arbitrary Power in his Kingdom, that ſhould depend only upon 
God and his Sword, might imagine he ſhould: be leſs hindred by 
ſeveral thouſands of Independant Congregations, not only on him, 
and on his. Courts, but, alſo the one Independant on the other ; 
than by one cntire body of all. thoſe Churches, which ſhould ſec 
up by their deputies an _Ecclefiaſtical "Tribunal diftinq from, and 
Independant on the Civil: -For the fſixengeh. of 'all thoſe Inde- 
pendant Congregations, would be like that of ſeveral threads, 
which may, eaſily. be broke one after another, whereas the lirength 
of all thoſe Churches joyned in one body, would be like to tha: 
of all thoſe thrcads twified together, which it would be almott, 
if not abſoJutely., impoſſible to break , .or to undo, but! by the 
ſame way that, Alexander took. to.ibreak, the Gordian-knot, 

A'S the. Independent Churches. do come. the neareft to thoſe of 
the Apoſtles, lo Fkewiſe they are further off, than any of: the. other 
reformed Churches, from that thought and practiſe which! has ac- 
compliſhed the Myſtery of Inquity, which is nothing elſe but the 
Empire of the Clergy, and fo conſequently That of the Pope, in the 
Empire of the ſecular Powers, under the Mask and Diſguite of Re. 
Vigion, and Eccleſiaſtical; power... . 70 | 


AS. to the: Objection that, is made againſt. them that in caſe 
there ſhould be no. other Eccleſiaſtical Eftabhihment in a Kingdom 
than theirs, the three fourths of the Inhabitants would live in great 
negligence, anda groſs Ignorance of Religion. To that they fay, thar 
their way docs not cxempt Paſtors from attending upon the Office 
of their Miniſtry, at all times and places, buth within and withour 
their particular Congregations'3. and tO . take the-{ame pains as 
the Prerbyterian Miniſters do, for what repects the preaching of the 
word in the molt publick places: allo they do. very-mucthrapprove. 
that the Magiſtrate 'ſhould erect Academies, and. Colledges3 a\lgn 
Tithes, and Revenues, and Temples 3 cliabliſh, perſons te be imploy- 
ed. in the inſtruction of people in publick, toinvite them to.it, and 
ro excite the Tgnorant to frequent the Schools, and the Lectures of 
the Profeſſors ot Arts and Sciences, where they {hould go tor the love 

of vertue and knowledge, without being confirained,.... x ol 
AS to.the crime. of. Schiſm, which.is impoſed:on ;them, as their 
beirig ſeperate from: all the viſible Churches of Feſus Cbrijt, in; the 
fame manner as the Donatiſts, = Novatians, and the Luciferians did : 
2 tis 


-v 


5.99 


(20) 
tis! a falfe Accu ſation, Thofe who! accuſe them -of Schiſm, do.not 
underſtand the nature of Sehiſm, OG NV rag 
1. *T1S not Sehiſm, when @ particular Church ſeparates from 
another Church, as the-Church of Lytber from that of Calvin, nor 
the Proteſtantz From' the Papity's nor even one particular 'r eformed 
Church from ſome other, ith which it inide before bur one body 
of a Chujch : But''ttve 'Schifmits formtd among the Members 
of on&and the fame” partiealax (Church, 'as was that of Co> 
rinth, k 2 944, nu fe PSs a Lb 
2. *'TIS not Schiſm when a number of Hereticks feparate from 
the Ozthodox party of a particular Church, to make a Congregati- 
on apart; to the end: they may profeſs their herefie with greater li- 
berty, but-it?#an Apoſtaſte, and an abandoning and forfaking of 
the Ozthodox' faith, or Clurch of Fefzr Chrift; which is Catho< 
lick and viſible :/4and:npoti: this ground the Churchof' Royee is not 
2 8chifmatical, but an Apoſitte-Church 3. atthovugh it be. one for che 
firſt reaſon, becaufe that what” ingagement or. tye foever all its. 
Members have to one head; however they are not allagreed foge- 
ther. 'Schifm. properly is when the Members of one Church' are 
at variance, as were thoſe-of* the Church of 'Corinth, and upon. 
that account there is alwayes, a Schifr# inthe Romiſh Church, | 
3. /THE RE is-110 Schiſnt ps ſeveral particular Churches. 
that differ:one from the other in difciphie ,, but that retain and 
keep all the fame foundarion” and ground of faith, and who have 
for that point a great union, ' and a'ftri& correſpondence with 
other. Churches. And this being fo, no more is there any Schiſm, 
when the Congregationals are Independant on other Churches, and 
on their. Symois, but” when their Churches are ſo among them< 
felves. - 4g 4b TH S5Y Fs. 
4; THERE.' 3s: no Schi/-among;' ſeveral particular Churches 
thac agree in one and the fame faith;and difcipline, as are thoſe 
of Merz and Sedan, but dv their own buſineſs apart nidependantly, 
not. only on one another, but likewiſe on the' Synods. *Tis with. 
adant Churches, or with ſeveral other particular Churches, ag 
with ſeveral. families, or Neighbourhoods, or thofe that are pretty. 
diſtant the one- from the other, who may all be good friends, and 
hve in good Intelligence together, without any thing of Schifſm, og 
rupture-between' them, and yet eyery one does their own particulasx. 
buſineſs by themfelves.. * _, | 
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- 5, THE Congregational men are no more guilty of S:hi(7, 
when they form to themſelves Congregations, diſtin& from Pariſhes 
contrary to the command of the Magifirate 3 *tis a difobedience, 
not to a National Church which Feſ#s Chrift hath not inflituted, 
much leſs inveſted with either Juriſdiction or power to make Laws 
in matters of Religion 5 but to the Magiſtrate, whom to diſobey is 
not Sebiſm, but a crime of leſe Mejeſtetir, or rebellion ; bur yet it 
ceaſes to be that too, when it as only from this principle of obey- 
ing God rather than men. 


NOW this clearing up of the Nature of Schiſm, which firong- 


ly cſtabliſhes the Independancy of the Churches, and makes it attoge- 
ther reaſonable, does not deliroy the Confederation of the Churches 
into. one body, cven under a rational Synod, when for the mutual 
preſervation of thefe Churches againſt a common Encmy that pex- 
fecytes them, they are contirained to make but one body of Stat: 
or of Churches, ſuch as is the Confederation of our Churches in 
France, But then that neceſſity does not deſtroy the natural liberty 
of every particular Church to- be Independant : *ris a Confederati- 
on eſtabliſhed with prudence, in that manner as was that of the 
Cities of Achaids, and asis at this day that of the Low-Countries, 
and of the Swizersz the conjunction, of which into one body, and 
under one and the fame jurifdiction does not diveft any Town or. 
Province of their natural freedome and liberty to be Independant on 
one another. 

THERE its however this temper, and wenage to be obſerved 
in this Religious Confederation, that it ought to be made, not by 
vertue of the Power of binding and looſing, and of the Keys of 
the Kingdome of heaven, which it is pretended that God hath 
committed to Paſtors, or Synods ; but by vertue of a confederated 
diſcipline, which is in the place of a Magiſtrate. Alſo the Councel 
of Monſiexr Amyrauleſhould be obſerved, and it is the ſame that the 
Cities of Achaia obſerved before, viz. that nothing ſhould paſs in 
the general Aﬀembly, but what has been firſt reviewed, and ap- 
proved of by every particular Church, 

AND this is that wherein the prudenceof our firſt Reformers 
in France have been wanting, when they fat up adiſcipline by ver- 
tue of an Eccleſraſtical power diſtin from that of the Magiſtrate, 
and from that which has its operation upon the heart by the Mini. 
firy of the word 3 and' of a power faſtened to the Keyes of th. 
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*Kingdome of Heaven, and to that of binding and looſing : by ver- 
tue of which power, they depole and excommunicate, that is to 
ſay, as Monſieur Claude (ays, they deliver upa perſon to the Devil ; 
but they alſodeliver him to him in the name and Authority of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, that ſo the people may not imagine this power to be that 
of the Magtſtrate, or of the. confederate diſcipline, but of: Feſws 
Chriſt, the Mediatour, and King of his Church, and by vertue of the 
power that he exerciſcs over it, and of which the Paſtors and Mini- 
fters are the depoliters, 

AS to thoſe who blame as mech'the ſeparation of the Indepen- 
dants, as that of the Donatifts, the Novatians, and Luciferians, it is 
ill grounded : the vice of the Donatifts was in that they owned n& 
other Church of Feſ#s Chrift in the World than theirs: for they 
rebaptized thoſe who came from the Cathelick Church to them: 
the Independants are far from theſe thoughts and practices : they 
do as thoſe who having a particular care of their health, withdraw 
into a better place, and ſounder Air, but yet they do not think, but 
that they may do very well in places, where the Air is not ſo 
good, 

BEFORE I go to another Chapter, I ſhall take notice that 
the reſult of the thoughts, and of the pradtiſes: of the Congrega- 
tionals, their Churches and their Paſtors, do come to theſe two 
Maxims. | | 

I. THAT to eftabliſh peace and true Religion in the world, 
and among Chriſtians 3 we muſt go back to the Materia prima of 
the Congregational Churches, which is, that every perſon, and c- 
very Society hath the liberty todcliberate and conſult about the 
choice of a Religion, and of the way to ſerve God; and to take up- 
on that point the counſel of wile and fincere perſons, provided 
that that counſcl tends not to Irreligion, and to ſame Eſtabliſhment 
of ſuch maxims which ſhock the natural Notions concerning the 
exiſtence of a God, his Providence, the Immortality: of the foul, 
the neceſſity of a Divine Worſhip provided alſo that the manner 
which every perſon, and every Church hath choſen co govern it ſel 
by, doth not trouble the State in which one lives 3 unleſs that 
trouble happen by accident, in the -manner that Feſrs Chriſt ſayes 
of the Goſpel, which excites troubles, and brings Wars and -conten- 
tions into theWorld. ; | 
2. THAT this maxim ofa national. Church in.every Terri- 
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fory, with an uniformity of Dodrine, and diſcipline, diſtin& from 
the civil Tribunals in juriſdiction and officers, hath introduced the 
Pope into the World + that it hath been, ic is, and it will be the cauſe 
that there never will bea Church in the World in its true purity, 
unleſs Almighty God relerves ſome among the Congregationa] 
Churches, 


CHAP. VII. 


That the Congregational way has been praiſed in all Ages of 
the VVorld. 


" Could eafily ſhew that for above this four thouſand years before 
Feſws Chriſt, and even during the height of Popery, and in the 

' boſome of the Church of Rome, God hath alwayes reſerved 
ſome true Worlhippers of Feſus Chriſt, by the way of Congregatio- 
nal Aſſembliesz there were an infinite number of themin the Ro- 
man Empire, during the perſecution that was {et on foot by the 
Arrians, and when, as St. Jerome ſayes, all the World. were A4r- 
rians. 

BUT to come more particularly to the thing; they have had 
Independant Churches in all times, and in all places, before the 
Law, and undcr the Law, in the time. of eſus Chrift, and of the 
Apoſtles, and after the Apoſtles, there were of them in the-time of 
Exos the Son of Seth; for ſo muſt be underſtood the lali Verſe of 
the fourth Chapter of Geneſis, when men began to call upon the 
vame of the. Lord: that from his time the Children of Ged began 
to form themſclves into particular Congregations, and to ſcpa- 
rate from thoſe that ran after the World, and its vanittes, and to. 
be called the Children of God. or of Jehovs, and to pay their ado- 
rations to him as to their Creator and Benefactor. The family . 
of Noah and his Ark, was a Congregational Church, which God had .. 
ſeparated from all th: reſt of the World. The family of Fob, that. 
of Abraham, Foſuah, Samael, were Independant Churches. Paleſtine: 
was full of them, as Maimonides tclls us, and they were truly In- 
dependant, becauſe they neithes had any thing to do with the natio< 
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likewiſe the Guides, who- were called Prophets, Seers, and Doors 
were not of the tribe of Levi, but of another #ribe : and it is from 
thoſe that the Dofors of the Lew came, which Feſres Chrift ſpeaks 
of, the Scribes, the Phariſees, and the Eſſeni, They called their So- 
cictiecs negowya, Colledges, houſes of Prayer, and Synagogues , 
where they did not attend upon the Levitzcal Worſhip, but on 
Prayer, exhortation, and the expounding of the Law, and we 
ſce the firſt eſtabliſhment of them in the firſt Verſes of the 
three and twenticth Chaptcr of Leviticws, they were diſtant one from 
the other the ſpace of a Sabbath day's Journey, they were near- 
er one another while they ſtayed in the Wilderne(s, and were then 
called Tents, as were thoſe of Corab, Dathan, and Abiram, which were 


* alſo Independant Churches. David calls the Congregation that he 


frequented, Sanfiuary, where he conſulted the mouth of God about 
his being healed from his prejudices againſt the diſpenſation of God 
towards the generatien of good men, who were often times undex 
the Rod, and in aMiiction 3 whileſt the wicked were in proſperity : 
and in the 87 Pſalm, he ſpeaks of the eſteem that he had for thoſe 
Congregations or houſes of Prayer which he did ſet forth by 
the Tents of Fecob, although that which he had for the Ark, or for 
the gates of Zion, and for his propitiatory, were greater. Tocon- 
conclude, the ſeven thouſand men, that had not bowed their knee 
to Baal, were Independant Churches; for it cannot be thought that 
ſo great a number of perſons could aſſemble together in one place, 
and that too in a time of ſogreat perſecution, | 
THERE were of them in the time of Feſur Chrift; for 
the Apoſtolical Colledge was an Independant Church, and in 
his time , two or three perſons afſembled in his name , made 
a Church, as alſo ſayes Tertullian, nbi tres, ibi Eccleſia, eti- 
amſi Laici, Tramediately after the Aſcention of Feſws Chrift, the 
firtt Aſſembly of Chriftians in Fernſalem was Independam ; and that 
where Cornelius and his family were afſcmbled, was a Congregatio- 
nal Church, of which St, Peter was the Paſtor for ſome days. Phile.. 
mon had one of them in his houſe. Thoſe of whom Pliny the young - 
er ſpeaks, Epiſt. 97. libr. 10. were others of them. Affirmabant 
banc fuiſſe fummam vel erroris, vel culpe, quod ſoliti eſſent, ſtato die, 
ante Iucem convenire, carmenque Chriſto quaſi Deo dieere ſecum invicem, 


. ſeque Sacramento ne in Scelns aliqued obftringere, fed ne furta, ne 1a« 
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trecinia, ue: Adulteria committerent, ne. fidem fallerent, ne depoſitune ap- 
pellati-abnegarent. Tertullian. libr. de Coron, Milit. adds that it was the 


Cuſjome. in thoſe -Aſſemblies before day , to Celebrate the holy 


Supper. The Independant Churches: of England, at leaſt ſome of 
them, are formed: after this Model, and exact from their Members; 
that they hall abfiain/from:;thole crimes of which Pliny makes 
mention, - = 4: 300 312% | ah5icl 
.N.O-W: that :cuſtome.of the - Chriſtians in the time of Pliny, 
which exactcd from the Members of their Churches, a life perfect- 
ly exemplary, ſtops the mouths of thoſe, who turn-into rallery, the 
Tadependent Aﬀemblics, becauſe they only do admit of -thoſe that 
are holy,and in'.whom they:find:; the marks: and figns: of: Regene- 
ration, and who oblige themſelves. by Oath, ox-verbal ' promile, 
fo, abHain from thoſe .crimes, that Piiny: here has reckoned up; or 
to, undergo the Penalty ſer, -dccording; to the: diſcipline : ot: the 
Church, | x*H as 

'ALS© that cuſtome: of the Chriſtians teliihes, that beſides the 
numerous Churches, as for inſtance that of Corinth, which conſiſted 
of ſevcxal-thouſands, where-it could not be otherwiſe but that thee 
mult- be a good. number: :0ob Horeticks, : and: debauched 'and'-looſe 
perſons, there” were eftabliſhed'other, Congregational, taken out of 
the-great; Church, whereof, the Members were: more holy and 
more: Orthodox 3 and: who reſembled thoſe. whom Pliny ſpeaks of; 
and. thoſe Stations which Tertullian:nientions: where:befide the pub- 
lick Aſſemblies; ſowe famnilics ſet;a part by themſelves one day | of 
the. wee k to fallingy do prayer, and other, exercifcs: of Piety, and als 
© ſo tothe Cekhration: of:.the holy Supper: 'and-this is what they free 
quently practiſed, and :with good cditication: - for it is with ſmall 
Churches, as with ſmall Statcs, little Republicks, Families, parti- 
. cular Synods of. twenty. fiye: os thirty perſons 5;; wherein it is much 
more 6alic 'to:chabliſh a good: prden, and. to-bring thoſe, who are 
of- it unto, the! pzadtile af. good:nianners and, hte; than'-in great 
States, in great Churches) and Qecumenics! Synbds, and fuch as are- 
National, wherein. Ambirion, Envy, Factions, Avarice;giaagyie, and 
piangyveie, and corruptions reign, and cannot but doſo, Strads 
ſays .vcry judicioully,-: 1n conſefſu, plurium Senatorum, aut Confilia= 
YHOTUPR, partes ſus magys agit Ampitio, ,quam in pamucorum, Lacian, 
libro de Artibus dolofis, .in-; {periing ot great Allemblics, fayes, zh: 
greateſt Bawlers have the greateſt Way age in ſuch Aſſemili-s, becaiſ: 

| thoſe 
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theſe who undcoritand nothing of the matter, and ta: be. ſixre, arealways 
of the greateſt numb.r, judge of things by the ontſide, and fogive the 
cawſe for grined , tb thoſe who are 'the moſt reſoltte and clamarous. -- 
THESE - contiderations: do- furniſh me with. ſevdral others, 
which. contre me - in this Opinions hat the: Congregational way 
was that: which Go4 rnade we of, | inthe Ancient. Charch,tg 6594 
vert to the faith, thoſe, who were not Chriſtians, but by 6utwhy@ 
protcilion, from 4 State of natare) 1012 Stateof Grate: and tharthe 
way which they take at this day, when one: perſon. preaches t5 
{cveral: thouſands is neither property, nor efficacioufly:thae which 
-0_# ſouls to Feſt Chriſt, © And: this will appear by the oppaſiti> 
on-of the:Government at this: day tin /the Chiuch,'torthat of the 
anticnt ' Primitive Chriſtians. 1- believe,,'there will be -forind 
but very. little conforrwity; not onely; in the. perſons ithat- atten 
upon the Miniſtry, but alfo-in the places,. and manner, where, 
and how it is performed.. Heretofore the Biſhop alone in pub- 
lick did exccute the office of: preaching, and the: other dutics 
of the holy Miniſtryz for helefr thoſe ot leflex confequence:to the 
Deacons 3 but ac this: day juſt the Reverſe is practiſed, and main- 
tained.. *Fis now. only 'the Prieft chat: preaches 'in. publick ir 
the Afﬀemblics of ſeveral thouſands. - And likewiſe as the extent 
of the place: unto which the Miniſtry of theſe at this day is con- 
fined, is. called. wageryiay fo it was aifo heretofore that of: the 
Biſhop, and he moſt commonly dated his Letters thits ex mea pareeis. 
Which, by. the way, plainly ſhewes us, 'that the ' Intendanee: and 
Government of the Biſhop. in. the Primitive Church, was only 0+ 
ver a Town. or' Pilla, which 'they called a Pariſh or a Suburb. for 
alſo every Villa: and Burrougtt: had their Chorepiſcopum,  Monſienr 
Larroque, without thinking of it, makes it clear and evident, that 
it- was the Ancient practiſe, for the Biſhop. alone 'to have the 
charge of preaching in the greateRt, and:moft numerous Aﬀemblies; 
becauſe: the Biſhops being aged and fick, they called: to his help 
and afſiltance, not the Prieſts.of the: Biſhop's Presbytry, but Gme 
ncighbour:. Bifbeps.. He tells. usoF one Narcifſ#s, Biſhop of Fera« 
Jalem; who, being a hundred and. ſixteen years old, had for his 
Coadjutor Alexander, that had been. Biſhop of Capadocia'; and of 
ane Theofienus, Biſhop of Cefareay that ſhared the care of his E- 
piſcopacy. with Azatolixs, who, in truth, was -not as yet'Biſhop, but 
whaywas then conſecrated and called Biſhop : which plainly ſhewes 
= that: 
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that aPricſt could not be his Coadjutor. This is alſo confirmed by 57 / 
the example of Valerizs Bifhop of Hipps, who being oM and decayed, 


took 'not one of thoſe who was to continue in the Presbytry for his 
Coadjator 3 but he took Saint Auftin, who' was to be his Succeſſor, 


and who alſo was called Biſhop of Hippo during the life of Valerius. 


AS to thoſe of the Presbytry, who- werecalled Deacons, as they 
were the Creatures of \the Piſhop;' and 'wholy at! his Devotion, 
40 likewiſe” their Minifiry was'that which is: {poken of 'in the 6, 
-of the Air, which was" not that of preaching'in publick. © 

AS for the Pricſis:or Elders, who were not Deacons, 'they did 
not ordinarily preach in publick' affemblies, ' whence it happened, 
that we read ot very few Homilies compoſed and-mads by the 
Pricfts, Thetr Miniftry was concluded and bound within the a= 
Partmetit-or parecia of the Biſhop; and; a9'T chave already Wald, it 
was lefs tixt;; ad more Itincrant; for they: 'went from Houte ro 
heule : there whs not a'day paſt butt that che Prieft, or Elder, vilited 
the goodFamlies; wetit' to'prayers'there 5 expounded the word, 
and” adwminifired the holy Sacrarhent-ofi the Lords Supper to thern : 
and as: tor Baptifm, it was moſt cywimonly celebrated by the(Dex- 
cons\-hii preat Aﬀernblies; orim giext» Churches, at the "entrance of 
which; the Fonts were placed;'or the Baptifteriine, VO 

?T1S true, the Biſhops did frequently oppoſt thoſe private a(- 
ſemblies,and by their Synods and Canons fo faras tht the'Fynoge of 
Gamro anathueniaticd them) called inderiftorr thoſtthat trequented 
them HeephWers, and 'condertined even thoſe" that tormunicated 
with chern; 2 They would 46 the like alfo to perfons" of guali- 
ty that kept ir their houſesPriefts;*anÞ Otatorits,” 2 Fis tru: al= 
ſo, Sint Chryſoftome would have-the "Lords Swpper to be as publick 
as Raf#iſm, aid that both ſhould be cclebrated and performed in the 
eyes of 'the whole World nn VP OO 
BUF becauſe £wyoult'Exrctly be believed, that one Biſhop 
finply; +28'\Cyral: of: Cyri of © Feruſalemt, and'Skint Chrys 
forte of Corffantinepte;) ond? in" publick one Lord's day; 
to'-above 2” himdrea thefand Audifors "that were it each 6f their 
Villas , they fay, that of neceflity"{veral of the Pregbytry mit 

ttorm the {office of Preachers in thoſe other places of the City 
Linares Bilhop ud ret preach: arid this zppears by theHomi- 
les'idf S aint” Gbry/oitowe," wl\pobulumt 'Anticebinimn,' when he was' 
not Bifkop :-/Tha© is true, 'bufaHfothoſe Prictts had no fixt places, 
, = 9 nd 
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. No, cure, nor; ccttain;parith,, pycr which! they  were'paſiÞss,. be- 
Eaulc the. Piſhop himſelf was the. > _ the Pariſh z;: fo thar 
the Prieſts, were only, the Vicars of the Biſhops, in the fame-manner 
as Nichal1s,' 1. called the Biſhop: of Germany:, and of France, .Suds 
Epiſcopos & Vicorios. Thoſe Prictts were, as the Deacons at. the 
devotioa, of the Biſhop, and were entirely his Creatures ,'and 
they might; rather, Cl iam ſure;[bettex:;) be called the: Miniſters 
of th: Biſhop, than,of _ Frſus ,Chriſt,,or- ok:the Church, as:'it ap- 
pears by the lix and twentieth Canon, of- the: Synod of Aydt, tor 
they were like pexſons taken upen hire; and/ to: whom the Bxho 
gave. Salary for their pains and trouble. | 
AFTER all theſe diſcoveries and Manifeſtations, there is no 
doubt but that. the Churches inthe time of the Apoſtles, and for 
along while after, were! congzegational, and . Independant on. Sy- 
nodes, {imce that, even cvery Family of the moft conliderable, and 
*. better fort was a Church, ,or, atleaſt, they had one among them, 
where the exercizes of Picty' were regularly performed every day, 
and whexc, during their repaſt, the holy Scripture was ,read, as 
we may learn from the firſ® Epiftle to Timothy, Chapter the IV, verſe 
the fifth. For every Creature of God is good, and nothing t0 be refuſed, if it 
be received with thankggiving : For it is ſanfified by the word of God, 
and prayer. And where betore they departed , or, indeed, rofe from 
Tablc,they reccived the Communion as Tertw/lian tells us in his book 
de Corona Militis, declaring that. this practiſe was agreeing with 
the infiitution of Jeſus Chrift, as it was. alſo practifed much in the 
3- Age in the time of Saint Cyprian, 'as. he tells; us in one of his 
Epiſtles, Dxotidie communicamus. Although ſeveral familics, ec- 
very Lord's day, made very great and Numerous Aſfemblics., 
wherein moſt ſolemn manner they attended upon prayer, preach- 
ing, end celebration of the holy Supper, ;yet he, who performed 
the Action, was called Primus | Prechyter., menras , & Epiſcopur. 
To which ic {eemes Saint Paul hath reſpe@.in-bis 1. Epiſtle to Tim- 
ety. 5.17.1 the Elders that xule well. be,counted worthy of double honour, 
eſpecially they mho_ labour in the word and Deftrinez where , though, 
in the words. he docs not ſpeak of two kinds of Paſtors, or Mini. 
fters, diftin& in rank and dignity, nor even inoffice, yet notwith- 
ftanding he does inſinuate in that place, that in the, Prerbytry,: and 
in the Company of the Miniſters of ,Feſws Chriſt, named indiffer- 
ently Biſhops, Elders, and Presbyters, there were ſome that were 


Deacons, 
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Deacons and whoſe gifts were leſs for praying and preaching in 
_ pudlick,. | | | | 

FOR though I beliceye that the Apofler did not eſtabliſh diverſe 
degrees of Paſtors, and that in their time, and a Jong. while af- 
ter, they were caller indifferentty Biſhops, Prieſts, Elders, ſacer- 
dotes, Miniſters, and Deacons: And that the ſame Deacons bore 
a part in the Miniſtry of the word, with the reſt, as it is ſeen, 
for Example, in Saint Stephen,' and Phillip, and by what Clemens 
Alexandrinus tells us in the ſixth book of his ftromiates, and Mr. Fames 
Capel in his Catechiſme : yet it is molt certain that-from the ſecond 
age, they were diſtinguiſhed in names and ofhces, that the firſt 
Prieſt, or Biſhop, attended more peculiarly upon preaching in pub- 
lique, and the Pricits and Deacons upon the. frundions of lefſer con- 
ſequence, as alms-giving &c.,from whence it is, that we read ſo 
often of the tir {ſt Bithops of Rome, that ſuch a one created ſo many 
Prieſts, ſo many Deacons, and, that Hyzgen in the year 14t. cre- 
ated fifteen Prieſts, fifteen Deacons , and fix Biſhops. That 
Eleutherius in the year 184 ordained 12 Prieſts. 8 Deacons, and 
15. Biſhops, not to ſerve, in the Church of Rome, but in other 
places, where the Biſhop, who;had ordained them, was to at- 
tend upon the preaching , in publick, and the Pricſts and Deacons 
upon the other findions of the holy Miniſtry 3 for their Miniſtry 
was leſs fixt 3 they went to break bread from houſe to houſe, they 
inſtructed, they comforted, they confirmed Chriltians, and thofe 
whom they called Fideles. in the profeſſion , of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, andin the Practiſe of Picty, and drew over Jews and Gen- 
tiles to them, and'they baptized them, adding every day fome or 
other to thc Church of Feſus Chriſt to be faved.. Ina word, th: y 
formed almoſt as many independant Churches, as there were ta- 
milies, but which thendid not conſtitute a Communian: difiinct 
from that of the ſame Fideles in the greater and more numctors. 
Aﬀemblies, . and where chey afliſted, not only at the h:aring ot 
the word, but allo at the participation of the holy ſupper, acd 
all the ſacred Ceremonies, as Monſieur le Sueur tells us, 

I muft needs make one obſervation here which will ke of no. 
mean conſequence, as to what Ihave ſaid, about thedivyerlity ot 
thenames of Biſhop, Prieſt, Elder, Sacerdote, and Deacon inthe 
{ame Miniſtry, againſt thoſe who woule fain per{wade us, that 
not only this Ixtendence of a Biſhop over the Pricits, but alio the 
Prerogativg. 
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WW QC *prijogative that they attribute tothemſelves of having alone the An- 


thority and the right to ordain Paltors, is of divine right, and'by 
the Inftitution ot the Apoſtles, I muſt needs obſerve; Ilay, that 
lince the words, and the” Offices have been diſtinguiſhe d, Chrift;an 
Antiquity ucver thought this Intendance and Prerogative tobe of 
drvine right, becauſe it was in the liberty ofa Biſhop to abandon the 
order . 6r -ofhce of Bilhop, without quitting the office of Prieſt, 
or of Miniſter 'of Feſas Chrift, and indeed without being able tv 
do it, enteſs he-were conſtrained to it'by the fentence of depoſition, 
They did deprive themfclves then of an humane, arbitrary, and 
Mutable ordcr, unto which they were called by men, but they 
conld not divelt themſelves of that which they had received from 
Feſus Chriſt, That was the Judgment of the Councel of Ancyra 
1n the year '3 14, which "having depoſed ſome perſons from the 


' Epiſcopacy, ett chem in the Presbytry, This is what the {rxth 


Occymenica! Councel did, Canon twenty, which depoſeda Biſhop, 
but did not take from him the Presbytry 3 fo that if there was 
then an IndelibleCaracter, it was not that'of Biſtop, but that of 
Presbyter, andthis is the farther confirmed, and more firongfy, 
by this confideration; that, as it was ah Wurpation. or” at leaft a 
Right purcly hnmane, when one of the: Members of the Presby- 
try, who was called Biſhop, attributed to himfeltzlone the right 
ard the office of Preaching in publick, and not of communicacing 
it to others, 'but only 2s far as he pleafed : The ſame Judgrient 
ought to be made of this Tntendanee over Priefts, and'this prerogative 
to ordainz and to conclude, that neither Epiſcopity', nor the 
power to ordaine, nor that to preacit'in publick .' which one 
pcrſon lire peculiarly to thine}; were of Chrit”'s Inſti- 
tution, | h 
THIS'is, if I am not miitzken, an obſervation, which has 
not as yet by ary been thought '6n, but which is the nnravelfing 
cf all the difficutties that thofe''great' men Mownſienr Daille' the 
Father, Mernnfienr Larroque &c, 'On' one fide, and Monſieur Pear- 
ſon Biſhop of Cheſter on the other, have tormed concerning cither 
the Eſtabliſhment, or the overthrow 'of Epiicopacy. ' And here 
now1s the 'Refolution of the words of Saint Ferome, which have 
put {o many peop!'e on the 'T2Ck, and have (pent both {o much pre- 
tious time and paper. © 114 facit Eprſtopuy, quod non facit prerby- 
ter, excepta ordinatione ? Winch words Marfillires de Padona —_ 
liands 
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ſtands of the power that the; Biſhap reſerved. alone to himſelf, 
by a right purely humane, to-regulate the Aﬀairs of: the Church ; 
becauſe it would be a thing altogether 'abſurd,, to make Saint 
Ferome. (ay,; that Feſws Chriſt had in all things <qualled the Prieft 
to the Biſhop, except the power to-ordain.,, And now allo you may 
ſee, by all theſedeclazations and diſcoycyis, a very {irong)cita- 
bliſhmenc: of the Congregational way. But. I''now; will return 
fronr this digreſionita purtbe the ſubject Lleit off for it. | 
- THE. condu& and Government of , the Chriſtzans .under the 
time -of Perſecution, and before that of Conſtantine, differ'd very 
much from the'. manner which was obſerved when the Emperours 
wereChriſtims, and when. they aſſerabled-together, both more pubs. 
lickly, and in grcator. numbers, enjoying-their. full liberty, As a 
Rigorous diſcipline under thoſe Chriſtias Emperours could not be 
practiſed . but npon a'ſrmall number, \in great Towns, as' Rome, 
Antiech, Alexandria, Canftantinople, &e, Moſt of the: perſons, who 
could n6t be diſtinguiſhed one trom another,in the Crowd and Mul- 
titude, and on whom they could lay nothing by way.of reproach; 
either, entred into no diſcipline, and-were neither Pirzitentes, nor 
Catechymeni, or elſe they paſſed for thoſe who were called fideles, 

 and''whom they riever fo much as queltion'd whether they were 
baptizdd or not : For Saint Ambroſe, who was looked upon'as a ve- 
ry;good man, and. one of the fideles that trequented the Religious 
Afemblies both is. publick :and private, was neither in orders, nor 
inptnet when the. people of Milan took him, and.carried himaway 
as a holy body:to bea Biſhop. Will they fay that after he was a 
Biſhop, he: paſſed through:all the degrees' of diſcipline, or peni- 
tence, and that he was a Catechxmen , and afterwards a fidelis? 
which namc was given only to thoſe, who were called Lay, or 
Secular ' perſons. .. And the example ot Conſtantine the great, who 
was baptized,.;atithe: very. point and. moment of his death; and. 
that of Satyrs the brother of Ambroſe, and of Valentinian, whom. 
that Father fo highly commends, and who-dicd before they were 
baptized, are a ivery firong proof and: argument for that which T: 
here maintain. 

N O W, thoſe of the faithful who were fo, rather in reali- 
ty, than the nume, did not under. thoſe Chyiſtian Emperours, quit 
their good-cuftome ot . converting thcir houſes, and their families. 
into. {o..many little Chuxches 3- they pertormed there the ſame ex- 

cr Ciſcs; 


WV 


(32) © | 

erciſes of Picty, both during (their repaſts;'and out' of them 
BUT I muſt here make one remark by the way upon the paſ- 
ſage of Saint Paul to Timothy, the - x Eprſt. # Chap. and 5 Verſe, 
which T lately mcnticned: that that good'/praGtife of reading the 
holy Scriptures during their repalts, ſucceeded! both agood:and an 
evil cufiomc,/ among, the- Heathen of -quality and-condition, ac+ 
cording to the diſpoſition ef - perſons; and accotding to their man=» 
ners: for the debauchees during; theirs; had,as Plinythe Toxnger tells 
us, their Moriones, and their Cynedos, qui inerrabant Menſis, to paſs a- 
way the time, and pleaſe the Company. But thoſe who were ſe- 
rious and more compoſed, as- Cicero, Cratippus, Seneca, Pliny the 


Elder, Expbrates, and Spurinna, had their Anagnoftes, who read: to 


. them the Golden Sentences;:of '' Pythagoras,' and'of the other Sages of 


Greece; _ It doubtleſs: therefore thus came. that the Heathen fami- 
lies which were - of the diſpoſition of theſe latter, beirg come 0» 
ver to Chriſtianity, 'as was that of Cornelius the Centurion, Publius 
the Proconſul, Philemon, and: Lydia, took this good cuſtome, nat 
only. to have a-Church 'in their houſe, but: to practiſe there all 
the Religiatis : duties as '-well during their 'repalis: as: out 'of 
theme | :. H 4D (LE fob ( 1-913 49 a1athes; ny”) 
THIS comes very near to. the Jlea of the Congregational 
way, which is to be conſidered in two reſpes, either when 
their Patiors, and their people rctire and withdraw from the 
ciowd-'of, the. world, I mean; from: the Workdlings, to live: :cor- 
tinually-'in. the contemplation, -and. meditation/'of: the works of 
Creation , of Providence,” and of Redemption,'in - the devotion, 
and .cleyation of the Soul to God : or elſe,' when thoſe ſame perr 
ſons do form. to themſelves Religious aſſemblics, diſtin from the 
national Church, and Parochial afſemblies3 in a word, when they 
are diliir.& from the Eccleſiaſtical Government, . which: is of the 
ſame extent, as that of the-Ciz#l; that :is eſtabliſh'd. by :Lawcs:3 
though, 'in this laſt reſpc&, their ſeparation be not ah abſolute 
and intire abandoning of the protctſion. of the doctrine, and lite 
of thoſe who follow the Religion of their Country-3 but of thoſe 
who condemn that carriage, that doctrine and Diſcipline, which 
xctaincd the molt of the Apoſtolical. *Tis a ſeparating of 'the 
good Seed from the Chaff, whercof. there is but toomuch in pa- 
rochial Aflemblies, where one is as much, if not more, a Chriſti* 
-an, by the chance of birth, of place, and of cultome, than by a- 
ny 
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ny inward principle, or deſign framed: for otherwiſe the people 
of: -the Independant Church, and their Paſtors, are no more back- 
ward, than the Epiſcopal men or the Presbyterians, to partici- 
pate with.them;in the Miniſiry of the parochial Churches, provid- 
cd. they do: not force them there' to practiſe ſuch things as they 
do really bclieve from their Conſciences, to be contrary to the word 

' of God, and provided alſo that they permit them to believe, thac 
if the;Churches retormed from Popery, where all forts of perſons 
are: received, are thetrue Churches of Feſ#s Chriſt, in which Sal- 
vation may be had, they ought to have no Jeſs good and charita- 
ble opinion of the Independant Churches which are come out fron 
them. 

FOR thcſe reaſons, all difinterefſed perfons, that have a zea! 
for all the true Worſhippers of Feſus Chriſt indifterently, in what 
way of communion ſocyer, whither Epiſcopal, or Presbyterian, or 
Congregational, may ealily be perſwaded, that this lalt retains more 
of the Apoſtolick,, becauſe it is not only the Cream and beſt of the 
others; and a part of that good Seed that has the leaft of cha# 
in its but alſo becauſe it hath more goodneſs, love, and Charity, 
in theeſtcem of thoſe who follow it, for the way of communion 
with others, and:of thoſe who'are of it, then the others have for the 
Congregational way: *Tis very rarely {cen that any one ot the Con- 
gregation docs not-love all. good men, of what Cummunion ſoever 
they be, and that they donot ſpeak of them as of the true Churches 
of Feſas Chriſt > whereas even the more ſober, and honcfter party 


« of the Epiſcopal men, and ſome of the Presbyterians, arc fo ſtrong- 


ly prepoſfefſed with prejudices againtti: thoſe of - Congregations, 
that. they are in their account. no: better than Hypocrites, Schif. 

maticks, and men ot tirange Enthutiaſms. | 
A Learned Lawyer. having calt his eye upon the matter con- 
tained in [this Chapter, afſured:me, that one Mr. Hubbart a grave 
Barrefter, in; a Cauſe between Colt and Glover: plantiffs on'the one 
party ard the Baſhop of Glowcefter defendant on the other, makes 
it out, that the Aſſemblics: in- the/ Primitive Church . were Congre, 
gational. He hath alfo acquaintedime with an Ordinanceof' Ca 
tits RING of Enrglarnd, in theyear one thouſand and fixtecn, 
which began thus, he ſent ſandiones, tor the cftablifhment of peace 
and Juftice, where it is clear that beſide the Ecchctiaftical Natio- 
nal Governmet.t, cltabliihed according to the Model of the civil, 
F the 
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the Towns were full of little private Congregations, which af- 
ſecmbled together voluntarily in the Towns, and which the King 
permitted, whileſt neither Juſtice, nor the publick peace, were itt- 
tcrrupted. He prelt me likewiſe mightily to inlift upon the defi- 
wition which the Church of England made of the Church in its Con- 
teflion of Faith made in the year, 1562. Article the XIX, be= 
cauſe it is abſolutely conformable to that which the Congrega- 
tional Churches give of theirs, to be, as I have already a little 
touched, an Afﬀſembly of perſons together in one place, to attend 
upon the bearing of the word of God, and upon the Adminiſtration 
of the Szcraments. EM Ty The 


—— 
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CHAP. VIIE 


Of the great Benefits and Advantages that come from the 
Fſtabliſhment of the Congregational way in the World, © 


HUS you fee we are inſenſtbly fallen upon the conformity of 
the carriage and government of the Congregational aflemblics, 
with that of the Primitive Chrifians, for their ſmalneſs of num- 
ber, and tor the way and manner of gaining ſouls to Jews Chriſt, 
by Prayer, by Exhortation, and by Preaching, which they do to 4 
tew perſons, or a few Familiesz as when thcir Elders inculcated 
into them every day, and line «pon line, the neceflity of leading 
holy and. exemplary hves : ſo that the Chriſtian people made far 
greater progreſs in SanAitication, by the means and helps of thoſe 
Elders, than when they afliſted at publick. afſemblics, where the 
{cverities of diſcipline, and the degrees of penitence, through which 
but very few pcxlons went, ſecnrd to- retain niore of theaffecs 
cd devotion, of prices and of worldly pomp, than of fincerity, and 
where the fruit of the Biſhop's preaching,was like to that, of which 
F. Chriſoſtome (peaks in one of his Homilics, which reſcmbles the was 
ter that is thrown in Puckets upon a great number of Bottles, which 
have a firait Neck, and where there goes in but a few drops, where<- 
as the fruit of the exhortations which are made in private to a, tew; 
is the Acct of him, who having taken the bottles, wil fill them byi 
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degrees one after another, Beſide that, it is impoſſible, that s 


Biſhop, or other perſon, who ſhares out all his time between his 


Chamber-ſtudics, and preaching in publick, and who hath ſome 
thouſands of perſons under charge, it is impoſſible, I ſay, that he 
can ſufhce, and attend upon the Iatiruction of all thoſe Auditors, 
and of every one of them in particular, which is moſt eaſy to be 
done by the way that the Paſtors of Independant Churches take, 
whereof every Congregation is not, at the moſt, above two hun- 
dred perſons, and who are alſo eaſed and help'd by their Coadjutors 
in the work ot the holy Miniſtry, fo that this kind of Congregati- 
onal way, ſeems to be the accompliſhment of the Prophelſy con- 


-cerning the Covenant of Grace which God was to make in the 1. 


times with his people, wherethere ſhall be no more need to have 
recourſe to the Biſhop, or to his Curate for recciving inſtruftion, 
becauſe every perſon, who is in the Covenant of Grace ( as the 
greateſt number of thoſe who compoſe thoſe Congregations do be- 
long to that Covenant, _) ſhall be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord , and the Paltor himſclf ſhall go to vitit his ſheep and 


'takea particular careof them : So likewiſe this is the way of the 


Paſtors of the little flock of eſs Chriſt to whom he will give 
the Kingdom. 

THERE are allo other Conſiderations which confirm me 
abſolutely in this opinion that God, in a more eſpecial manner, 
approves of the Congregational way : One is, that , molt an 
end, in all others, the Minifiers are influenced by worldly in- 
terelt, by ambition, and the dehire of ruling, that its Eftabliſh- 
ment could never be made without noiſe, and without the oppo- 
fition of the Magiſtrate and the people : tor they have been al- 


ways againſt this erection of a National tribunal Independant on 
_ the Magiſtrates, who never. had given their confent to it, till at- 


ter the advocates and pleaders for this national tribunal had been 
indefatigably buzzing into their ears theſe fair and ſpecious 
Remonſtrances ; that it was the voice of God, and of Feſus Chrit 
that the world ſhould be governed by two Collaterall powers. 
This is what the Decretals made the Kings and the peoplc to be= 
lieve in the ninth age, and they (trong]y intitted that-the Biſhop of 
Rome was to beat the head of the Eccletiattical power, and to pre- 
ſcribe laws to them by the Miailtry of his Clergy for the regulat- 
ing of Religion, and tor' the Aﬀaircs of the Church, _ 
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this is what Calvin alſo made thoſe to believe, who left the Church 
of Rome, when he ere&teda Tribunal tor the matters of Religion, 
in which the Magiſtrates ſhould not be ſeen in the quality of Magi- 
ſtrates, but only as Members of the conſiftory : But yet a Tribun- 
\ al that ſhould be as much inveſted; with Tnconteſtability, and with 
a power not to appeal from'it, as that of Rome is with Infallibilit 
And this is what Calvin carryed by main force, not only again 
the will of the Magiſtrate , and of the people of Geneva, but a+ 
gainſt the practiſe ot all Churches, and againſt the Judgment of 
all the Divines of his time. 

BUT it hath not been ſo with the Eſtabliſhment of the Con- 
gregational way, to which the people have had as great an Incli- 
nation , and natural forwardneſs as the Paſtors themſelves. 
Which has been ſeen in England for above this forty years, For 
of more than ſixſeore perſons, who made up the Afſembly of Mini- 
ſters, there was abovea hxndred of them for the Presbyterian Go= 
vernment , and about eight or ten for the Congregational way, 
and two only, Coleman, and Lightfoot, for the opinion of Eraſtus, 
Yet nevertheleſs, when it came to the Execution and praGtiſe, 
there was not one of ten thouſand people that would ſubmit to 
the Presbyterian Government, And one of them, who was the 
moſt Eminent, confeſſed to me, that being Paſtor of the greateſt 
Pariſh in London, he was never able to eſtabliſh in it a confiſtory, nor 
find any that would be of it but a pitiful Scotch Taylor. This difh- 
culty was not ſeenas to the Congregational way, for whereas only 
the Paſtors were for the Presbyterian way, there were proportion- 
ably, as many people as Miniſters, who joined in the Aﬀemblies 
of the Congregational way. Which they did with more heat 
and fervour than the Parliament would have had them3 in fo 
much that they were forced to publiſh a Declaration, by which 
they exhorted the people to put off the gathering of Churches, till 
the Parliament had made a more publick regulation thereof. 
As to the 'opinion of Fraſtus, though it was not approved in the 
Affembly but by two Divines, -it had notwithſtandiug the ap= 
plauſe of moſt of the Magiſtrates, of the learned and more 
illuminated, who were not of the Gowne 3 which diſcovers, 

1. THAT Intereſt is the Toole, and Engine that moves 
moſt men in the world; and that, if the Magiſtrates were for 
. an Intendance, which the Presbyterians would take away 
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from them 3 theſe were no leſs in .ove with, and eager of it. 
2. THAT it is very probable, that the Advcates of the 
Congregational way were fincere, whileſt their number had a 
Juſt proportion of Miniſters, Magiſtrates, and People that were 
much for it. | | 
T proved /in 'the ſixt Chapter of my Fugul;m cauſe, that of 
theſe twotruths, the firft was put beyond all peradventure, that To- 
ius Mundus exercet hiftrionem, that the greateft men do oft times 
mix ſome grain of wordly intereſt with that of Heaven, adding 
not the Utile to the honeftum, but the horeſkum to the Utile, e- 
ſpouſing, or quitting their Opinion according as they are aQtuat=- 
A by the moving principle of ſwa cuique Utilitas, as Tacitus ſpeaks, 
For they reſemble Pope Pins TI2. who, being a Cardinal ſubmit- 
ed the Pope to the Council, but he changed his Opinion, as foon as 
ever he came to be Pope himſelf. Much about twenty years ſince, 
the Learned Dr, Stilling fleet preferred the Presbyterian Government 
to the Epiſcopal z but now he has had ſeveral fat benefices beſtowed 
upon him, and he is advanced to the Dcanry of S. Pax}, Epiſcopacy 
is moſt excellent, both in his efteem and opinion, and in his writings. 
T HIS way is fo much the more excellent, juſt, and reaſo- 
nable, as it hath a Compatibility with the Government of a 
National Church, which. makes but one entize body with that of 
the Republick, as under the legal Oeconomy 3 whercas the Govern- 
ment of a National Church, diſtin& and Independant upon that 
of the Republick,.is not compatible with any government, n2i- 
ther with-that of the Magiſtrate, nor with. that of the Congrc- 
gational Churches though the government of this latter mighr 
be compatible with all kinds of Government, if it would bc (uf- 
fered for a multitude of ſmall Congregational Churches is as 
much compatible with the Civil State, as is a multitude of Families ; 
becauſe neither the one nor the other do torm to themſclves a bre 
dy by their deputics which cſtablithes a Tribunal diſtinct. fron , 
and independant on that of the Civil State 3 whereas the Popiſh, Epit- 
copa), and Presbyterian Government, erc&s.a Tribun4l in every 
Territory independant on all others. Calvin gave the firtt Model 
of it in Geneva Volui, ſayes he, ut Judicium Eccleſiaſticum dijti = - 
&um ct 4 Civili: and he makes theſe two Tribunals ſo indepen 
dant, one.on the other, as hotly to maintain, that he would ra- 
ther ſuffer death or baniſhment, than permit the appeals of Conſitori- 
al Sentenccs to the Magiftrate, T:O 
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T O be fhort, the Congregational way hath this advantage 6 
ver all the other eſtabliſhments of Religion, both the National, 
Popiſh, Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Church : theſe cannot ſubſiſt bur 
wi:ha ſubordination of Confiltories, Colloquzes, Provincial and Na- 
tional Synods 3 things which are not practicable, but under Se- 
cular Powers, either which, may approve them, or :clſe may to- 
lexrate themzz whereas the Congregational 'way ſabſiſts not 
only under good Emperours, as were Conftuntine the. Great, and 
Theodoſins the firſt, but alſo under the Pagan Diocleſians, and ' 
under an Arrian Conſtantius : tor what perſecution ſoever may 
be raiſed againſt this way, nothing hinders, but that a Miniſter 
who watches over a ſmall flock, may go to viſit the Members from 
houſe.'to houſe, to, adminiſter ſpiritual paſture, and food to them, 
for their nouriſhment and growth in_ grace, To conclude, the ex- 


' cellence of this way appears in this, that-..it 1s far leſs expoſed 


to perſecution than any other, and that the Presbyteriar, and 
the Epiſcopal, do fall into it when the Magiſtrate is contrary 
to them, 


CHAP. IX. 
That the moſt Judicious Divines of France and other places, 
without any thoughts of it, do naturally fall into the Hy- 
potheſes of the Congregational Churches. Of the Tudgment 


which ought to be made of their Confeſſion of Faith, of 
their diſcipline, and conaud,. | FOR 


I Could alſo ftreng hen a!l that I have ſaid by the teſtimony of our 
new Doors, by that of Monſieur Rivet, Monnſieur Meſtr: 2.at. 
Monſieur Pajon, Monſieur Claude, and others, ſhowing that they un- 
defignedly fa!l into the Opinion and Judgment of the Indepen=- 
dants in laying down. ; 
'1. THAT. there is no other viſible Church, of Djvine 
right, than that which is aſſembled together in one. place, to at- 
tend upon the preaching, and hearing ot the word, upon pray- 
er, and the participation of the Sacraments © andit is in this man- 


ncr 


=! -. 2 
ner that the Confeſſion of the Church of Fngland, Article XIx. dc- 
fries: the Church. + © 

2. THAT- fuch a' Church-is Independant either on other 
Churches, or on Synods 3 that-it' may very well take. from one 
or other, advice and Courſfel, but it oughr not to ſubmit to their 
Commands. 

3. THAT noperſon can be forced to bea Chriſtian, nor to joyn 
with cne Church, rather than with another. 

4. THAT this Church hath liberty to do its own buſineſs 
its ſelf z or to conne& into one body, in the ſame manner as 
the 'Churckes of France have done; that it hath the liberty to 
retire from that conneQion,' or confederacy, as the Churches of 
Metz, and Sedan have done. 

5- THAT this Church to which the Chriſtian is joyncd, is 
obliged to ſeek, and to preſerve a ftrift communion' of Faith ang 
Charity with the other Churches, but yct hatha liberty of hay- 
ing a-ſeparate diſcipline. 

6. THAT this Church (ought to receive the fraternal admoni- 
tions of the other Churches, and of their Synods, in the ſame man- 
ner as a Synod of Africk acted upon the difſention which hapned 
between Innocent the firſt, Biſhop of Rome, and the Church of Alcx- 
andria, as Barlaam recites' its | 

F could alſo hnd theſe 'maxims in the Writings of the Engliſh 
Divines, and ſhow! thatin treating of the natureof the Church, or 
of any other matter of divinity, they have kept the language cf 
the Independants, or at ledlt haveapproved of their prattices. The 
Learned Fackgon,” Chap. 14. of the' Church; ſayes, that for theſe two 
cauſes one may/lawfully frame Congregations dittin& from others, 
to have a ſeparate Communion, 

1. W HEN they impoſe ſuch practiſes as are contrary to Fai:! 
and Charity. 

2. WHEN they forbid wayes that are apparently moſt cdify- 
ing, and tend 1riore to the increaſe and lircngthof Picty and Salva- 
tion, than thoſe which are now in uſe. 

Dr. Stillingflcet aſſures us in pag 109. of his Irenjcrn, that whe 
in one and the fame Territory, Judgments and Churches aic dit}; - 
rent: the one from the other, a Chriſtian ovght to joyn to that 
which retains moſt of the Evangelical purity, He is bound to 14- 
here to that Church that retavieth moſt of the Evangelical parity, And 
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in pag. 116. he fayes that a Chriſtian: is oþliged. to feparate! from 
Churches, altLough Orthodox in the cflential, mattess , ,/in, caſe 
they retain ſome, mixture of.:cortuption- in, the;praqhiſe. . His 
Words are, & mixture of corruption, as ts. ths .praGiſe... . I could find 
the opinion ,of this Learned.Dy@our . in ſeveral-plazes. up and 
down Monſiezr Claude his Book, where having laid down to us 
for a principle, that the power of the Keyes, and that of hind- 
ing and looſing, only is repoſed in the. faithful people of God, 
he draws this Conclution from it,! that private - Churches qught 
to get to themſclyes ſuch Members as they; know tobe more-par- 
ticularly the faithful, and to. remove. from . itthe worldly perſons 
to whom God hath not afhxed that pewer of binding and looſ- 
ing, nor committed the menagement of the Keys of the King- 
dome of Heaven. - 4% th abr 1 61% ; 

1 could aſcend as far as Luther and Me/andion to: juſtifie: the 
ſeparation, even from Churches. that have not any; exxqurin their 
Doctrine. Lnther, in cap. 4. Geneſeos, Ftiamſi preterea xihil pec- 
eatum- eſſet in Dattriga Pontificia, juſtas tamen fuiſſe caufasicyr ab, Ec» 
clefia Renigna. nos ſeungeremus., \, _ 11] RY 

BUT the Independants have reaſonably outvied Lather, and the 0- 
ther Doctors, for they hold though the Church of Rome thould not 
have any detcds either in Doctrine or Niſcipline, yet \ they wexe'not 
to be condemned for {eparating.fronz Rome, ang: tor being indeqpen- 
dent on the Rawiſh Church, and. her Syneds.,: more then to tind 
fault with the Church of Sedan, which is ſeparate from that of 
Metz, in regard of any dependance-one upon the. others, or upon 
the Synods that were: common. with thems. ' In,1a- word, it is a 
thing as natural, and as reaſonable, for a, Chureh to divide it 
{elf into two other Churches, which may each do: their own bu=- 
lineſs, ſeparately, as for one tamily to be divided into twa others, 
whereof cach hath the liberty to govern themſelves according to 
their own way and tancy. ot : | | 

THUS you have in all this diſcourſe, if L am: not much mis 
ſtaken, the Juſtiheation of the carriage; and government, of :the 
Congregational way, and yery -cleax.and- full proofs of their con- 
formity with the Ancient Chriſtians : As alſo their Confethon docs 
_ evidence that which they have with the Apoftolical, in a more 
plain, free, expreſſive, and inconteſiable manne{rthan any of the 
confeſſions that are collected in. the Corpas, or Syntagma. Confeſſio 
nm 
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Mum, fo far are they from 'being the work of perſons diſtra@- 
.ed, and: Enthafiafts, as ſome' of ' our Divines have fancied,'that 
[you - might: altogether, with as much'ireaſon, put amony the pro- 
.ductions of Fools and madmen,  the'three”moR- excellent and con- 
ſurmated pieces according to 'the Judgment that: Alexander More 
has made of them, the Epiſtle .of Calvin before his Inſtitutions, 
that of Thuanzs. before liis Hittory: and the Pretace of COS in 
his Edicinn of -Polybius,” '! 

;2E.W ILEE; no doubt, be expedted that I ſhould' add he Ot- 
det which is obferved and practiſed in the Independant Churchies 
to their -confahon; which ought: to fotlow : but as they / protefs 
a perfe& harmony among themſelves : fo likewiſe they do not 
balicve this fame abſolute neceſſity, as to that which concerns diſci- 
-ptine« for excepting: ſome 'few'Apoſtolical, and perpetial Rules 
which admit no change according” to 'tinies and places , 'con- 
cerniirig the cquality: of Paſtors ; that 'choice that every Church 
-Is.to nake of its Paſtor -(in- which Monſieur Meſtrezat:and Mon- 
Hieur Claude make the true ordination to confilt ) the ſolemn' be= 
nedidion of that Paltor by fattig: and prayers, and -the retufal 
they: make.of their Miniliries. and of their Members, whichſorne 
call. Excommunication,: and depoſition z excepting, I' ſay, theſe 
aGts, their order js to do all things: decently,-and' in order,-in t 
C hurch, as Saint Paul requircs. But they arc govcrncd as all 0- 
ther Socictics3. and as they cxplain themielves in the fir{t Chape 
tcr of their contefhon of ta 47h, Article VII. in chcfe words, 
there are ſome circumſtances in the Government of the Church, and in 
divine Worſhip, which are common with all the aGions. of men, which 
ave pradtiſed in all ſncicties, and wyico ought to be regulated by na» 
#11" w light, and Chriſtian prudence, accor = to tie gelieFal-Iutes of 878 
word of God, which are always to be obſerved, 

THIS is all the dicipline winch the Indepen4a' ts practiſe 4 
their Government is that of well order:d Republicks, that can- 
not poſſibly be roo exact for the rcpuilating of manners; but 
which have but very few Lawes for that of Polity: they are 
far from that Maxim. #n peſſima republics plarine leges. 

BUT how wiſe ſoever their carriage aud geverninent be, how 
ſoand and Uitiodox thier Doctrine, and how cxact and Gn 
pulous their lives 5 yet they cannot efcipc the tyranny of thoſe 
lircle tinccre judgements, which the moſi learned ard grave p2r= 
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fons have made of them : ſo that it need be no ſurprize at- al, 
if the Doctors of Rome, how illuminated ſocver and fincere they 
have ſeem'd to be, have had for ſo many Ages,” and have ill 
to this day fo great an Averſion for our Religion, how holy ſo. 
ever it is, and have paſſed judgments fo little favourable of it, 


as to draw, from our Morals, confequences, that are as far from - 


purity and truth, as they arc from our intentionz This, I ſay, 
need be no ſurprize at all to us, ſince that 4Amyrauld, Daille, and 
ſo many others of their gown have not paſſed any leſs (inifter 
judgment of a gencration of men as holy as anyin the World, I 
mean, of the Independants, nomore than of their carriage, govern- 
ment and Doctrine. 

AS to their carriage and' Government, whether in. private, 
or in the Church, I do not believe there are any better” re- 
gulated , more Wiſe , more Prudent , more Hluminated',. nor 
more Religious. As to their Doctrine, their Confeſfion of Faith 
ſhall Witneſs what. it is, ſince that of all thoſe that have ap- 
peared in the World of that Nature, it is a peice the molt Per 
fte& Pure, and Orthodox: And in. which it may well nigh 


be ſaid the Chriſtian Religion may be found compleat , though 
there ſhould onely be remaining that {ingle piece in all the 


Bookſcllers. Shops in the Warld.. 
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CHAP. KX. 


Of the Wiſe and Prudent carriage of the Independants, 
aud of their way to get further off the Church of Rome 
than any other, and to condemn all the wayes of Recon- 
caliation with it, and the Churches that hold any Commu- 
2i0n with Rome, that the indeavour to come meay it is 
damnable and pernicions, as is ſifficiently ſeen in the pre- 
fert poſture of the affairs of England. | 


HOSE, who ſhall approve of the wiſe conduct of the 
Congregational Churches, in the compoſing of a Confeſe 
ſion that hath ſo much conformity with.the pureſt Churches 

of Feſ#s Chriſt, will be caſily perſwaded that neither Wiſdome, nor 
Prudence have been wanting to them, when with that conformity of 
Faith,that there is between them and the Churches that are at great- 
eſt diſtance from Popery, they have preſerved to themſelves their 
liberty, as to matter of diſcipline, to do their buſineſs a part ins 
dependantly one on the other, and on all other Authority be- 
fide that of Jeſizs Chrift, without making uſe of that way of 


; Reconciliation which hath been practiſed in all Ages by the 


means of conferences and Sj no1s, which have rather ſharp*ned and 
exaſperatcd ſpirits, and perpetuated quarrels, than any ways ap- 
peaſed and huſhed them > and Whereot all the advantage that can 


. be hoped, is at moſt to make ſuch an accord, as it may be, diſ- 


ſembles, or diſguiſes, or elſe ſuppreſſes the truth. 
T HIS isno more than what appeared in the Colloquy of Poifſy, 
where the greatelt defenders of Tranſubſtantiation, and thoſe who 


 combated and oppoſed it as a vile Monſter of Rome, concurred to= 


gether upon the Article of the real preſence in the Eucharift. And 
this is what appear'd alſo in the Overture of Reconciliation which 
was made in the year 1578, in the Synod of Szeinfe Foy with the 
Lutherans by the means of a formulary or preſident of ſuch a pro- 
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tc{tion of Faith as ſhould be general and common with all Churches 
as they propoſed to draw up: but that Overture could only tend 
to a Reconciliation as difficult as that 'of finding a Medinm be- 
tween Tranfubltantiation, andthe Qpinion of -our Churches which 
is contrary to it, Certainly our Churches were ncver able to 
draw, back trom the purity of our Doctrine, nor from the fins, 
cerity with which they expreſs' it without being at the ſame 
r'me- guilty of great: prevarication: And moreover, the Lutherans 
would ncver have yielded togo off trom their ingagement to Ly- 
ther, and his Conlubttantiation. Tt both bad complicq, and met 
at halt, way, it would: have been a molt wretched peace, que; as 
Saint Auſtin ſpeaks, fit diſpenazo veritatis. _ ; | 
THE prclent poſture of the Aﬀairs of England is a very clear 
and convincing proof , that the Indeavour of thoſe Reconcilers, 
how good ſoever their deſigns were, 15 ruinous both to Church 
and State, There has been an attempt for above this laſt Age 
to. gct into a Neighbourhood, and Vicinity with Rome, thinking 
fo {weeten the ſpirits. and tempers of thoſe of its eommunion, 
to draw them over to ours, or at at leaſt to make:but one Com- 
munnion of two, . In the beginning of the Reformation there were 
ſeveral of the Ceremonies retained, and fitty ycars aftcrwards o+ 
thers of them were introduced, they have attempted to bring 
in Images, and fo to paſs from thence to worſhipping of them. 
Every . where the Altars are new ſet up on purpgſc, no doubt, tg 
make th:;cre the Sacrifice of the Maſs to Smoak 3 which.is aps» 
parent by the bowings and cringings to thoſe Altars,or at leati 
to the places where they are ſet, {or as ſome will have it be) 
to the Eaſt, The Ordination of Romilh Paſtors is held for good, 
and for thar of the true Church of Jeſus Chriſt; and on the 0+ 
ther hand, that of the other Reformed Churches, becauſe they were 
not Epiſcopalis rendred vaid and null, and becauſe they. had not 
the mark of . the beaſt upon their tore-head, whereat Monſieur 
Clande is:extreamly offended : Nay, they have gone to that ex- 
tretrity , that one Henry Dodwell hath newly publiſhed a large 
Book, whcre he labours to prove, and cftabliſh this maxim, that 
there where there is no Epiicopal Ordination, there is no true 
Church, no Miniſter of Feſws Ehriſt, no, Sacrament, and no Salvati- 
on. They nave lctt out thoſe expretons tkat are a ſhock and of- 
fence.to Romre, that the-Pope is the Artichrift, the man of ſin, and 
the 
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the. Son of ,Pgrdition, the Doors ,of, the Church of England, as 


Thorndike, Tailor, Bramhal, Patrick, Sherelack,, &c. have ſweetned the. 
Dodtrines.of: Rome, to make them xelliſh, and go down the bet-. 
ecr--with the, Proteſjants. In a word ,. to compleat the, deſign. 
they had, to teſtifie their kindne(s- far Rome,.they have. perſecuted: 
them, moſt who: are. got, at greateſt diſtancs from it. * They have 


made the Image of their * perſons, and of their devotion to tread 
the Stage,” to render them both- odious,- and ridiculous. © They 
have loaden them with calumnies, in the ſame manper as the 
Pagans of. 01d, cloathed the Chriſtians with Bears Skinsand Lyons 
skins. to. ſir.up.the rage of Maſtiff Dogs againſi.them 3 they have 
txcated them with the Appellations of Schiſtnaticks and Rebets, who 
have. been concerned -dcep, in the ;late Conſpiracy, a-thing that 
givcs.one 2 horrour: to, think of: And the mildoeſs and molt gen- 
tle treatment is that of Fanaticks, Enthuſafts, and Medlars that 
perpetuate the diviſion between the Engliſh, and the Romiſh Church, 
and hinderers of their coming together. To conclude, as Tacitus 
layes, proxzmorum odia ſunt Acerrimay ; 1cir, averſion and hatred Are 
Jo. great.) againſt the 'Presbyterian.,;. Puritan, and -Independane 
party, that theſe Words are Way ide in-their mouths, and 
it is their diſcourſe both as they walke, along the Streets,' and 
ſct at their Tables, that. they would rather. be Papifts than Pre(- 
byterians. ?T'is then a thing much togae wondred af, that whileſt 
the Prelacical party have ſo much love and Kindns(s for Rome, and fo 
miuch averſion for Calvin.and our Churches in France,as to rale them 
out of the number of the Churches of Feſus Chriſt; to rejc& the ordi- 
nation of their Patiors as Null, and to tear in pieccs with calumnics 
the puritanical party only tor this reaſon, becauſe it hath a vener ati- 
on for our Churches, and for the Mcmory of Calvin; *tis, I fay, a 
very ſvprifing thing, and much to be wondred at, that our Pa- 
liors in France, (at lcaſt the greateſt part ) ſhould make their 
Covrt tm that Epiſcopal party , and call thoſe faithful people 
in E:g/,md , Enthutialis , Fanaticks, and Bypocritcs ,” who ſc- 
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thoſe that Perfecute them. But yet a People, who, by the 
Purity of their Poctrine, the holyneſs of thcir Lives, and thcir 
Contormity with Calvin, and bis Diſciples, kcep off, and retard 
the Introduction of Paganiſme in England, and the Judgenicnts 
G3 ot. 


| (46) 
of God upon the Nation. ' Certainty it, is a very {urpriſing thing, 
that the Fat of the Prelates Kitching, and the luſtre of their Hie- 
rarchy ſhould fo dazle the eyes of 'our great men in France, as to 
poſtpone in their eſteem, the beſt, the moft holy, and the moſt nu- 
microus Party of thePcopte of England, to that which glitters and 
dazles moſt, and which now have "the uppermoſt ſeats in the Sy- 
nagogues. ' "OSS 

BUT: that Church which will have all or nothing, fhews more 
heat and vehemency againſt theſe Reconcilers, than againſt thoſe 
that proteſt againſt al} Reconciliation with Rome: which imitates 
the Lyon in the Apologue that devoured the Aﬀe for defiring to 

{hare with him. | 

T HE Church of Rome, which is faid to be Infallible, isan im- 
moveable Rock 3 the Reformed, at leaſt the Engliſh Church, is a 
floating Poat upon the Water which is faſtened to that Rock by a 
' Ropez now he that thinks to draw it to him, will be much deceiv- 
cd, for he will but pulthimfelf nearer to the Rock. ?Tis true, that 
neither the whole body of the Clergy of England, which ſet at the 
helm of Afairs;nor any of them has been concerned in the late at- 
rernpt upon the life of ' our moſt gracious King, but it is true alſo, 
that the Papiſts had never been brought or tempted to think of 
ſuch a thing.it they had not been ſtrongly perſwaded, that the life 
of the King was the only Impediment, why thoſe, who had already 
come over three parts'of four of the way to Rome, had not finiſh- 
cd the reſt of their Journey to them. | 
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: CHAP, XI 


A continuance of the ſame matter concerning the wiſe car- 
riage of thoſe Churches that are for their way Congregati- 
onal, when they condemn all manner of ſpeaking like to 
R ome, and, all pradiſes, that do any whit ſavonr of theirs - 
and the fix Maxims on which the Pope and. his Church 
are founded ; a Confirmation of that:by, a Hiftory taken out 
of the Lift of Joſeph Hall. | 


* IS then'with go6d reaſon that the Independants con- 
demn' all the Overtures of ' Peace 'atid Reconciliation, 
and believe © that they have - been attempted in vain 

from time to time between the Catholicks , and the Arrians;. 

the Greeks , and the Latinsz the Proteftants and the Papiſts, 
the Lutherans, and the Calviniſts, the Epiſcopal, and the Presbyte- 
rians 3 and theſe from 'the' Congregational men: they condemn, 

I fay, all theſe Overtures of Peace and Reconcihation , unleſs 

the two parties that are both under Error, and that are both 

at an equal diftance from the truth, be reduced to a Medinm that 
may bring them to ſome Eſtabliſhment : without this, they are 
very much perfwaded. that to- compoſe all the differences which 
are in matters of Religion, there is no other method than theirs, 
which is that every Chriſtian makes himfelf of that Afſermbly 
which is according to his Opinion 3 and that-the Church of which 
he is a Member do not perſecute thoſe who are otherwiſe per-- 

{waded. 

THE Y arenot then led by any extravagancy of Reafon, when- 
they put among the Ideas of Plato theſe fix maxims, with which. 
the World is ſo ftrongly poſleſt, 

1. THAT a Civil State ought. to tolcrate but: one: Reli- 

10N. | | I 

h 2. THAT all the Churches colle&ed in that State ought to 

aſſociate and joyn themſelves into one body, which may be of the 

fame extent as the Civil State» 
3. THAT: 
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. THAT that body Ecclefiakical-is-ditin- in JurildiQion, 
and Independant on that of the Republick, and that there ought 
to be no appeal from- Cenfitidries, Fknd Synods to the Magi- 
lirate, 

4. TH AT-wis EcelefiafligalJurildiftion, isexeraſed. by: vertue 
of a divine right politive -and. perpetual, and by the power of. the 
Keys, and of that of binding and 00g Given by Teſis Chrilt, ci- 
thcr to.the Church or to its Paſtags 

5. THAT the'Chalthes th if td 'be aff pnited by ttc'fame 
bond of Faith 'andDifciptine vtider the fitme-Ecelchditcal Govern- 
nours; and to be obcdicritto their. Laws \theiv Gormmands arid dhcir 
Cenlurcs, 

6. THAT to compaſs this Union, every party of differen 
' pexſwalign, ang, Judgement, in,,matters of Faith,, nite 2 
ought to abate | LPs cching -of their, riggur, any, t elrxight, 
COME ODE, Part 6h; he way toajReconciliation ; that 4 to ſay; ne 
cvcry.party,Qught to rCCOVET. an infidious peace, qbaadon $ac txuth 
he belicvcs he:has on, tus hide, ox,to enervate the farce of it, , 

THE SE maxims, which arc thoſe: of, Rove hav beenand will 
be the cauſe why there logs beur 1n the Wax! neither Church, 
nor Rctormation.w. wohons ome umxture of corLuption: TheFelir 
city, of being, freed tram Oc ogly.to, be found in tbe Ladepen- 
dant Church. 

ABOVE. all, thcy End the.;5th.maxim, to, be waits 
wigked, and ryranujcaly, Prong oral 3, when, LEE Unzior- 
mity. of Difcipliae. all chc Inh itanfs of. anion, or Th ?onz, 

under. one and the ſame: Soveraign, Put Et 1 both the, \gxeg» 
tcl number of ,people;. and the moſt ilumipated a arc divided, and 
do not find one clear, coultant, and perpetual truth, in- the: Sa 
cred Scriptures to preſs the Uniformity of it, nor the necgthty cf 
that way thpt. they. Fg 85, tq, what (concerns Faith, » Thepdef 25 
zhe: IT. had his, res ſon, better Cmindel when he. commanted all 
his SubjeQs to believe according to, the Faith of Damaſus, at 
| Rome, and Peter of Alexandria, then 1f he: had commanded them 
an Uniformity in Diſcipline, whichhe did not do, and which he 
could not execute : For he could not be Ignorant that as there was 
but one Faithito which cvcry faithful ſoul owpht to adhere, andio 
be verily pcrſwaded that his was the trucit was not withoun txcaſon 
. thathe rather commanded the bc lict of that Faith, than the practiſe 
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of a diſcipline, fince that the one was expreſly laid down' in thc 
holy Scripture, and the other was not. | 
*TIS after this manner the Independant Churches argue. They 
believe, with Theodoſmes, that the Subjects of an Empire arc obliged to 
embrace the ſame Faith, ſuppoſing it be that of ::Feſws Chriſt, bur 
they are: not obliged to practiſe one certain diſcipline, which is not 
found, in the holy Scripture, 4 bir | 
THE firli maxim was that of Diocleſian, who alone did ſhed 
more Chriſtian bloud than his Predeceſlors all together had done. 
It cannot be practiſed without Fire and Sword, and it is as full of 
Impicty and of Paganiſm as Excommunication. Titms Liviu Ih, 3 9. 
?:t.9. puts among the Roman Laws, Ne qui Romani Dui, neque alio more 
quam patrio colerentur: & ne quis in publica ſacrove loco novo amt 
externo ritu ſacrificaret. The Scythians cauſed Anacharſis to be put 
to death for having a Worſhip a part, which he had learnt in Greece. 
And Mecenas Exhorted Auguſtus to punilh thoſe who would not con- 
form themſclves to the Religion of the Countrey. Do. lib. 52. T3 
wir betoy mavln warrus aurds 74 chin x Tis RAAgs Tipo avayrat. 
BU T yet this maxim was not {ov much practiſed when the Go» 
vernment was, more, popular, and when Altars -were erected to 
ſtrange Gods, and to fome unknown: for, after they had ſubdued 
Nations, they alſo. brought their Gods in triumph. | 
I met with the Detcat and overthrow of the fifth maxim, in a 
diſcourſe at the beginning of a Trzatiſe of that excellent Knight, 
to whom I Dcdicated my. Faſciculs, as an Anſwer to ſome que- 
ſtions that were put to him, by thoughts much agrecing with 
mine, before ever we had any communication of them together 5 
which he alſo contirms by thoſe of a Learned Divine, wholc name 
is Chiliingwerth, and wholc Authority is ſo much the more confide= 
rablc, and wcighty, as being a Church of England man. There are, 
ſay thcy, but ewo waycs to make all Chritiians to enter into one 
and- the fare communien 3 ctther in taking away the diverlity. 
of Opinions that divide them, which is impoſſible without a Mi= 
racl: and unlcfs God: had eſtabliſhed and ſet up a viſible. Judge 
to whom their differences ſhould be reterred., or elſe being all 
pcrſwaded that. this diverlity of Opinions, ought not to hinder 
their cc mmunion ,, and thcir Union, in things whercin thcy do 
agree, and where coarity, complaiſance and condeſcention ought 
ro have place, withuut any ones being deprived of their Op:» 
| H RON 
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_ of it, and thoy have given him reaſon to.triumph over us as much 


150): 
nion, or that one ſhould perfecute the other that differs from his. 

DOCTOR Feremy Tiaitor, who was a firong man for the 
Engliſh Hierarchy, by reaſon whereof he was made a Biſhop in Fre- 
land, and who was extroardinarily illuminated and Learned, a- 
greed in the ſame Sentiment wich Dr. Chillingworth, and hath pib- 
litbcd a great Books whole Tithe is, the Liberty of Prophecying a- 
gainlt the wicked and unreaſonable carriage of thofe whoTigo- 
roufly impoſe fer Forms of Faith to others, and who Perſecute 
and ill-uſe thoſe who are not of their Opinion in matters of 
Religion. 

ALSO the Independants have indeavoured not ſo much 'to 
eſtabliſh the: goodnefs of the Congregational way m ſound clear 
minds, becauſe they are foon- convinced of it by the deſcription 
they make of it, as©o difabuſe them of thoſe maxims which are but 
{o many illufrons, though moſt commonly it is eafier to refute Er- 
eOurs, than to eſtabliſh Trathz as Cicero very well fays. Utinam tam 
facile poſſom vera probare, quam falſa convincere, 

NOW the tyranny of theſe maxims,which are as much that cf the 
Proteſtants as of the Papifts, is the cauſe why the traniition of the 
Romifh Religion to the reformed is but imperfectly done in France, 
Germany, England, and elſewhere, how little complaiſance foever 
we have had for Rome, and for an afhnity with her, it has coft 
us very dear: we have thought we ought not to go from one ex- 
tremity to another at one leap. As: we fell from the Impa- 
nation to 'Tranſubſtantiation ſo likewiſe have we gone from 
Tranſubliantiation, to. Conſubſtantiation its Neighbour 3 then 
we have- retained the real preſence in the Sacramental Sup- 
per, which has ſome agreement , and is conciliable with thofe 
three illutions- of words. *TFis faid indeed, that this preſence was 
fpiritual, bue at the fame time it was clothed with the fleth, 
whcn they kept at the beginning of the reformation tuch wayes 
of cxprefling themfclves which have been a great Shock to'Bulling- 
er, and many other great men of his time: That we were nou- 
riſhed in this Sutrament with the ſubſtance of the fleſh, and with the 
bled of Fefus Chriſt, Which has given occaſion to the Biſhop of 
Condom, to Mannfiewr Avnauld, and to Father eopernng. 3 to put 
rhis Interrogatory to us, if yow ſpeak, as we do, why do you not 
lelieve as we do ?. Eſpecially the Biſhop of Condom has made uſe 
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in that, 8s. he-hath done as to the eminent | Authority thae je 
$ſfiabliſhed- in our Churches with as much inconteſtability as if 
jit were Infalliþle.. The Mifſienaxy Peau (ayes, that it is a Gal- 
limauphrey of the Prateſiants to ſpeak of being nouriſhed with 
the ſuhſiange. of Fe/4s Chrift, and with his ficth, and not to be- 
lieye Txanſybliantjation, - A Learned Engliſh Dr. named Foba' 
Hales hath written a Learned Treatiſe upan this Subject, where 
he condemps ;this way of Reconciliation: that ſayos one thing, 
and hclievgs another, and that tyrns again ta Rowe, and heex- 
horts his Brethren to condemn rather the uſe gf it than tg juftiie ie; 
He 1ayes alſo that Mpriyn Buger was the hiſt &f the Reformed that 
made uſe of this way of ſpeaking, | 

IT mult þe confeſſed, that as the weakneſs of thofe grear 
lights of Retormation Bycer, Calvin, and Regs, was very great, when 
they explained theſe Scriptures concerning the Loxds Supper, 
by a Comment . that. was more obſcure than the Textynorhath 
it been, le(s great in thoſe that have came afterchem, when the 
have cxplaingd the words of Feſis Chrift in $. Fobn VI. concern- 
ing the fic{hly eating, to the Sacramental and Spiritual cating, and 
when they haye made long comments ypon the wards of Calvis to 
ſweetep and ſmgath the harſhneds of them, infiead of condemning 
them: thisobRinasy in adhering to errors, hath brought-in the pre- 
tended infallibility iatothe Chuzchof Rome, and the Inconteſtabilicy 
into che Reformed Churches, | [nter cetera murtalitatis incommoda hoe 
gt, errandi neceſſitet, © errons amar, Senecs . ; 

NQW cthele ways of ſpeaking which fimbolize with thoſe of 
Rome, and which giye jt o5calion to inſult, and. triumph' over 
us, takes mg remember what I haye read in the Memoirs and fpe- 
cialtics that . Foſqph Hol hath made of his Life , and abſgJucely 
copvingces me gf this gruth, that it has beep ſo unlikely that they, 
who .have believed they might gain upon Rewe, by retaining ſome 
of their- ways: 8nd medes of ſpeaking, or their pradtiles, ſhould 
haye ſugcegded therein, thaton the cantrery She has been forruch 
the more ler and: hardened. againſt us, 3nd have gone''ſo fax in 
it, as tO MaKe- Us, and their Religion far more reaſonable than 
ours. He faycs, that in His journcy to the Spadan Waters for 
his health, he had before s great company of perſons of quality, 
both Papiſis and Protcfiants, 4 yery hot dilputewith a Sorhonili, 
2. Pxipx of the Carmelizer, who maintained -that' the Kneeling 
FER : H 2 practiſcd 
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praftifed in the Church of England, at the receiving of the Eu» 
chariſt, ſtrongly ſhewed that ſhe believed TFranſubftantion 3 for 
that kneeling and the belief of Tranſubſtantiation were things 
inſcparable, and; always went hand in hand together and finee 
the one had never been believed in-the Church without the pra- 
iſe of the other 3 and fince it was a diftrattion of reaſon, and 
2 wicked pradctife to | catry their adorations to Elements that 
wecre' only .Bread and Wine, this kneeling of neceflity muſt be- a 
natural 'conſequence of the belief of 'Tranſubliantiation : Biſhop 
Hzlt adds, 'that as the company was divided in'their judgments 
and that feveral of them joyncd with thoſe of Rome, in con- 
demning this kneeling, unleſs ir was a conſequence of Tranſub- 
ſflantiation, more than two thirds of the company were fo hcated 
3gainſt- the poor Biſhop, that he had not the liberty to fpeak, nor 
te fiand up in defence of the: Church's Opinion :- For.-if they 
had given him time-ro ſpeak, he had alleadged the Rubrick ofthe 
Church of England, which undeceives the Communicants from the 
thoughts that they. might poſſibly have that that Kneeling or Ado- 
ration is carried out to the Bread and the Wine: But belide;, 
that there is not of a hundred Communicants one who reads 
the Rubrick, 'it might have happened that thoſe who were fo 
violent -againfit Biſhop. Hall, would have pleaſantly ftopt his mouth 
with the Apologue which Beza writ in a Letter to the good Arch- 
BiſhopEanundGrindal,who ſecing that he was offended at this kneel- 
ir.g, after Tranſubſtantiation was baniſhed, endeavoured to cure 
bim of the ſcandal he had taken, making him to know that the Rub- 
xick.ot the Church of England, would give him enough wherewith 
to be ſatisfied : Upon which B:zareturned him this ftory. A Lord 
having: built his houſe gcar to the high way, where he left a great 
ſtone that he had no occalion for juſt in'the road, ſeveral pet- 
fons coming, by in.the' night tumbled at it, and'did- hurt them- 
ſelves, and often complaints being :made to- him about it, and in- 
treaties that he would take it-outi of the way, he was very ob<« 
Rinate a: long while, and was reſolved not to- meddle with it 
but being weazied by the continual ſolicitations that were made 
to him, he bethought himſelf toſet over the ſtone a Lanthorn with 
a light Candle in it, to. warn people of itz but that Admoni. 
tion proving troubleſome too, one of his friends'came and gave 
him this good. Counſel 3, Sir, if you would: be at- quiet, take a- 

| | way 


* * 


NL RET Net LOR 


OPT a 
IAC. 


_ : SY Fe 


f 
© 
3 
A 
$ 


(53) 


way both ſtone and Lanthorn together. The ſtone of ſtumbling 
is this kneeling at the Sacrament, and the Rubrick is for a light 
and Declaration, to fignifne to the Communicants, that this kneel- 
ing is not done to the bread and wine, but to Feſzs Chriſt. It you 
take away both, you will take away the ſcandal, and theremedy ro 
the ſcandall : You will bring . back the way with which Jeſs 
Chrift inſtituted the holy Supper, who gave it not kneeling, but 
in the poſture of thoſe who take their ordinary repaſts: at their Tas 
bles, ſo that Feſus Chriſt never required any Genuflexion either 
at the time or place. | | 
THE.SE two ſtories hit (as we generally ſay) two birds with 
one ſtone. For they may relate to that neernelſs of aflinity with 
Rome, which L have already ſpoken of above, and which have 
ſhowed has rather ſharpened and embittered the Spirits and tem- 
pers of thoſe of that communion, to plot againſt the ſacred per- 
fon of the KIN G, and againlt his Government, than it has any 
wayes {weetned them: and moreover, they diſcover ' that thoſe 
who go furtheſt off from the DoCtrines and practiſes of Rome, who 
renounce all reconciliation with Her, as the people of the Con- 
gregational way do, have moſt conformity with the bleſſed peace= 
Makers of whom Feſus Chriſt ſpeakes, and whereof the Char- 
ater of the Children of God which he gives them upon this 
reſpe&, carrycs them fo much the farther from all thoughts of 


Rebellion. 
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CHAP. XL 


An Apology for the Author of the Conformity of the congre- 
gational Churches with that of the Antient Primitive 
Chriſtians : That a diſmtereſſed perſon. ſuch as be, is the 
rroſt fit to write about theſe matters. Of the Obliga- 
tion he hath to the Biſhop of Condom for the light be hath 


given him. 
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Think my ſelf here obliged: toaddan Apology as to my own 
account, for what I have fajdas to the Independant Churches. 

Edo imagine I ihall be accuſed at tirſt for. having made the defcrip- 
| tion 
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tion of. the congregational way, not according 2s it is in effect, 
bur in that manner as Xenophon did the Cyropedia to be the perfect 
model of a Prince, They will {ay that any other intereſt than 
that of the inward knowledge I haveof the gaodneſs, truth and 
holincſs of the Congregational way, aughe to have excited me 
to commend it {o.as I have done. That I commend what I do 
not approve in the bottame of: my heart, fince I da not joyn my 
iclt to jt, They will ſay likewife that I have had na ather defign 
than to gain my own Sentiments credit, with which they ay Iam 
molt fondly in Love, in adjuſting them to thoſe of the Indepen- 
dants 3 'and becauſe I condemn Eeccletiaſtical power, and Excqin- 
munication, which I have undertook to poſſeſs the World with the 
belict of, that ſo they ſhould baniſh the uſe of it, Tao which, I an. 
ſwer, that theugh I ſhould joyn my ſelf to their Aſſemblies, it 
would be noargument that Ithould approve of all the things they 
id, and all thcy believed, as they cannot canclude by my nac 
joyning to their Congregations, that I have nat the Copgregatia- 
nal way in greater and higher cftcem than any other. As I ama 
Frenchman, and by the grace of Gad of the reformed Church, I 
joyn to the Church of my own Nation, to which I am ſo much the 
more lixongly invited by the holineſs of the Dodtrines, and lives 
of our exceltent Paſiars, Mwifiewr Myſſard, and Monfiexr Primeroſe ; 
and becauſe they adminiſter the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
in the ſame manner as Feſ#s Chriſt did it with his Diſciples 3 nat 
having any thing to give me offence in their conduct, unlcfs that 
they are not abſolutely undeccived of the practiſe of our Paſtors 
in France, of excommunicating in the Name and Authority of 
Teſws Chrift, and of interpoſing the ſame ſacred Name, and the {ame 
ſacred Authority to Excempmunicate as St. Payl made ule of to de- 
liver the Tnceftozs perſon pycr, to Satj4u 4 though they cannot find 
this Authority .of cxcomminicating in all the Bible, nor juſtjhc ir, 
unleſs they clade that harfhnefs of expreffion by this way ot 
ſweetning, that their only intention is to declare that thoſe fin- 
ners of whom they make che nurybep, take the Lord's Sup- 
per to their Condemnation, if they do not repent hctorc- 
hand. 

AS forother accuſations, although] believe that of all Eftabliſh- 
meuts otReligion,that of the Independant Chutches is the moſt Apg- 
tiolical » yet] donot belicye it js infallible, and I gannor approve of 

all 
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all they ſay,nor all they practiſe concerning diſcipline nor coneerning: 
the uſe of the Eccleſiaſtical power, and excommunication 3 though 
this uſage be not in all the' fame, nor in all the Churches 3 becauſe 
ſome among them doretain it jure ſacietatis, & vi, & virtate padti iÞ 
federis eniti, However it is, both of them make uſe ot Eccleli- 
altical power and excommunication very innocently, 'for they de 
not ſct up a National Tribunal, Independant on the Magiſtrate, 
and they Attribnte <o their Synads no other Authority, than that 
of perſwaſion, both from wiſe and experienced perſons. Morc- 
over. from the manner that they expreſs themſelves in the VII. Arti- 
cle of the firſt Chapter of their Contcflion of Faith, one may con- 
clude, that beſide the Juriſdiftion which works:upon hearts by the 
word, they acknowledge no other than that which is taken by a na- 
tural right , and that wiſdom and prudence has not been wanting. 
to them, by their having in a joynt conſent agreed in one and the 
ſame DoGrine, becauſe it is of divine and perpetual right, but in 

not having eſtabliſhed any thing determinatively to be a perpetual 

rule upon an Arbitrary and changeable matter,and of humane righe, 

as is the diſcipline of the Churches, and the Authority of the Paliors 

in theircondud and government, 

BUT although they ſhould have retained ſome uſage of the Fc. 
clefialtical power and excommunication, which are ſo many Re- 
liques of Rome that have accompliſhed the Myttery of iniquity, and 
brought the Pope into the world, they would be no lels priviledged 
than St. Pal, and the other Apoliles, who, after they had reccived 
. the holy Gho&t in greater meaſure than all the holy men that had 
been before them, yet they alwayes retained ſome leven of attceti- 
on to the Moſaical Ceremonies. It the Chriſtians that came 
from Paganiſme, have alwayes kept fome polurion of it, it 
ought not to be any great ſurpriſe to ſee the pureit Churches in 
the World, yet not throughly cleanſed trom all the Imparitics 
of Rome, | 

FOR theſe conſiderations, F feed my fclt with the hopcs chat 
the Miniſtcrs of the Independant Churches, who are too mucly 
illuminated long to remain in the beliet and uſe of this illuv- 
fon of Ecclcſialtical power, which hath brought Epiſcopacy, that 
is the firli ſtep of Aſcention to the papacy, and. atter that. Ex- 
communication and Infallibilityz and that they would put in 


practiſe inltcad of excommunication , that denuntiation which 
S, Put 
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S. Paul recommended to his Diſciple and ſon Timothy, it is that 
in caſe any diſorderly, or wicked perſon of the Congregation, 
cannot be perſwaded to change his opinion, and life, and volun- 
. rarily to leave the Communion -of the Church, it ſhould be pub- 
liſhed aloud in the face of the Church, and the faithful ſhould be 
" Exhorted to ſhun his company : and in caſe that he perſevere in ſuch 
refraQorineſs, he ought to be expelled by force, as well from 
the Table of the Lord, as from the Church. And this is what 
ay be practiſed by a natural right, & de jure ſocietatis without 
any need -of making ſuch expulſion of credit by the Keys of the 
Kingdome of Heaven, and by the power of binding and looſing. 
In ſhort; I hope they will be per{waded by this contideration that 
the benefit which comes by the Eccleſiaſtical power and Excom- 
munication will never recompence the pernitious effects that they 
have produced. | | 

NOW I bclicve that theſe three conſiderations, that I am a 
Phyſician, that I am a Frenchman, and that I do not joyn to any one 
certain Congregational Aſſembly as a Member of it, will give more 
* Authority and credit to the rclation I have made of their govern- 
ment and condud. and make it leſs the {uſpeed, than if I were of 
_.their Number, of their Nation , and 'a Divine - by Profcilion : 
For it I were qualihed in three wayes, I could not ſpeak as a per- 
ſon difintercſſcd, but as having a perſonal inclination to the way 
1 ſhould have eſpouſed: And that is the weakneſs of all thoſe 
who plcad for their own cauſe, as we learn trom S. Auſtin, and 
Optatus Milevitanus, who were of this opinion, that a ſincere Pa- 
gan or Heathen, whether a Phyſitian, a Sophiſter, a Philoſopher, or 
belonging to the Magiſtracy,were more competent Judges in matters 
of Diviaity, and differences among Chriſtians, than perſons of the 
Prixtthood, and Sacerdotal tun&tion. _ 

AS S.Paul- could not ele& a more dilinterefſed perſon to gain 
the Chriſtian Religion credit, in the minds of men, and to 
write his Goſpel, as he calls it, ;and the Acts of the Apoſiles, 
than S. Luke the Phylitian, to whom the world is more oblig- 
cd than to a thouſand S, Chryſoſtomes, and S. Auſtins, and to-al] 
the perſons of the Sacred Order , without ſo much as cxcept- 
ing the vcry Apoliles themlelves - I believe that the ſame Judg- 
' ment ought to be made of me, and that my quality of a Phy. 
fitian ought to give Rronger impretſions of the goodacls of the 


Con. 


OE 


(57Y 
Congregational way in_the minds of men, than would that of a 
Divine, of a Minifter of the G5ſpel, or any other perſon ingag- 
ed by profeſſion either to» the Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, or even 
to the Congregational way. As Reaſon and Grace in the hopes 
of glory are: the three Reſſorts or principles which have alwayes 
moved and governed me in all the courſe of my life, and in all 
my Writings : ſo have they been always lcfs violent by the preju- 
dices and interclis in the profeſſion I make of a Phyſician, than it I 
had been either a Divine, or a Lawyer, | | 

T ought here alſo to acknowledg my Obligation to the Biſhop 
of *Condom; not only for the firſt hints of this truthz_ that the 
Congregational' way is, of all the Eſtabliſhments of Diſcipline and 
Government the moſt conformable to reaſon, to the holy Scripture, and 
to the prafiiſe of the Apoſtles, and. the Primitive Chriſtians : but for 
having abſolutely contirmed* me in this truth : though thedelign 
of that Biſhop has 'nbt bcen to put the Congregational way above 
the Romiſh , but only 'ta"diſcover, (and this he hath done by 
Arguments that cone very near'to demonſtration) that going upe 
vn' the hypotheſis, of the neceſlicy ot feting up a Tribunal .in 
the Church, and'of the ſibmiffion "of 'the - people (co thae Tri» 
bunal; as bcing the only Rampitr” of the Orthodox Faith, and 
the only means' of Uniting Chriſtians, preſerving peace, and good 
order among them: -it is incomparably more reaſonable that ſuch 
ſubmiſſion ſhould be made to an infallible Tribunal, than to Onz 
that is ſibje& to Error3 and that upon this ground, of all the Ec- 
cleftaſtical ways in the World which acknowledg that every Ecclefi- 
- altjca} Fribuna), either ſupreme, or ſubordinate, that every Counce}, 
either Oecumieniza}, or Topical, is fallible and ſubject to crrour, the 
Congregational way which rctuſes all manner of ſubmiffion to a 
Tribunal ſubject to crrour js the moſt rcaſonable and the; moſt 
jſt,  UFOD ned DVI <8 
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CHAP. "NIH. 


The Faxptication 'of ove difficulty which runs throughout the 
Whole precedent diſcourſes ts 


A S it was in my thoughts to- finiſh this,diſcourſe by the word 
-# Finis, a Learncd Presbyterian coming in, and baving appre- 
hended' niy acfign, put one objeRtion to me againlt the detcat. and 
overthrow I, pretend to make of the neceſſity. of a Tribunal. in 
the Church 3 he (aid that 'lince that Tribunal, which requires the 
pcople to ſubmit themiſclves to it is as much fet up in an indepen+ 
dant Church, as in a National, and ſince both preſuppoſe thatthac 
Tribunal is ſubj<& to crrour, the {ſubmiſſion of the .pcople, is aly 
together as reaſonable to the Tribunal of a National-Church, as.to 
thafof a Congregational, Tconfels there is ſome weight in this,objes 
Fign, which Monſiewr Furieu has not thought of, but which neverthey 
le[s is cakie to beanſwercd according to. the principles I lay downz 
. 1, THAT all wanner of ebvon bangers wr Congre- 
gational, National, Epiſcopal, Hicrarchical, Papal, isat the famena- 
ture with thit of the Magiſtrate, 5g eo He 
2, THAT theſubmithon required, and given toall manner of 
Ecclchaſtical Government is of = ſame nature with that which is 
requized and given to a Civil and Political government, the Reſiorts. 
6f which are not the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, por the 
power of binding and looſing, but the will of the ſtrongeſt, and moſi 
Bumcrous that hath ſoordain'd it.;. | | 
\ 3. AND conſeqnently that the Cenſures of excommunication and 
depoſition, being of the ſame nature with the Law of the Magiſtrate, 
the validity of which is not in the Juſtice, nor.cquity of the thing, 
but in the will of shoſe that decree and ordain it, they onght to, be 
accountcd asa Civil puniſhment, 

THESE three conſiderations defiroy that erection of an Ec- 
clcſiaſtical Tribunal; which is cqual with the Civil in oneand the 
ſaid -Territory, fince both being of the ſame nature, it would 


be a pure picce of Gallimaufrey and. hotchpot to offer to elta- 
blith. 
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blifh two Civil' Grivertiments- in ofe and the! fame dominion* or 
Territory, which ſhould be independant one on'the other. 
"ALSO this difficulty is eafie' to be overcome atcording to/ the 
principles of the Independants. The Inconvenience of an Ex- 
communicated or depofed perſon unjuſtly by his Congregation is 
ndr ptcat, fo long. 4s Tt' does not extend beyond his Jari diction, 
and! that of a hnndred' Congregations in one ' Territory, it is 
impoſſible but thar at leaſt there might bt one to ot the 
Juftice ot his caufe 5-which-is' not 4 thing teafible, if he be Rruck 
by a National Judgment, unleſs he leaves his Country, And 
fince the perſon oppreſſed is in the liberty of framing to him- 
{elf a Congregation Independant on all the Churches of the world, 
though it be but of ſeven or eight perſons, his innocence and 
legitimate right will cafily - fufnifh him 'with the means to do ir, 
I add further, that a perſon who is ſenſible he is guilty of difor- 
ders; can.calily iconceal. them inthe crowd-vf..a National Chuch, 
(which he cannot fb well do Im a ſinall number of perſons, ) 
and commonly prevent the Cenſure of his Congregation, and 
not expcc& that they ſhould excommunicate him and drive him our 
of. itz. which, is, dogg;,ia/ that manner, 'as., Stz Ferome,, ant]; Riſhog 
Goleay, would have the Heretick;i(ot; whom.,S: Pax ſpeaksin the 
of. Titns, 12. knowing that be. that is ſuch, (ice; an Heretick) 7s 


3 of, Titm þ 
ſechuerted and ſupeth,, being poudenmen,of hinſclf :) Te do, when be 
Cxcommunicated yo PR has Church that trouble, - - 


I T-muti- not: be lorgot that tho there is ao Government 
perte& wherein one cannot} hind ſome taults, and, ome Incon- 
Venience,;;yet, it is certain thee is tound lels/ in the Congregati- 
onal way ,.- whereas you , may: fnd.,almoſt :an infinity ja, that of 
the National, whercof ,a iboutand, perſons that deſerve the cena 
ſure of the. Churchz, there is not one of them that: undergoes it 
becauſe: its difciphae- is, like; to;lpiders Webs, whers'the Fly'sars 
takn; but the Birds pals throughz and where it 45 hapoſlibleina 
Town ot a Church of many thoulands of Chriltians, that one Biſhop 
or Palo cart pothbly have an exact inſpettion over them where« 
as in, a Conggegational; Church compoſed .but of a few perſons, 
and: thoſe, aY «ail 'd out, of ;the multitude who tum after Vanities 
and Vicgs,, one! has bug. Jigtle or no uſe of cxcmmunicatiori and 
depolition, ang, where Avarice, Ambition, Hergſtes, and quarrels 
do not enter as in National Churchcs. 
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THE SE. confiderations- give me to hope that. the: learned and 
illuminated of the Congregational way will agree and joyn with 
my principlcs.or. Hypatheſes, to cfablith the true nature of their 
Jurildidtion , and to undo with caſe the' diftculty of the. ob+ 
;ction : although: according; to their principles it rclembles the 
Foils, whicb touch the: pexton, but do'not wound: it : For in cafe 
of a wound ,- they. have,,a: thouſand, remedies to heal it pre= 
ſ-ntly 4, whereas. there is no., remedy: cithey againf{ Infallibity. in 
the Church of Rowe, or : againſt. inconteliability..in. a National 
Church, Ei 
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Rewirks por the: Fajlt that 'fome' twiy find 74 the Title 'of 
this diſcourſe, © ts 


' Will finiſh" thefe conderations by the diſcuſſion and explicati« 

._ -.on 'of the Tifle'-of this diſcourſe, ts which ſome have" ex- 
cepted, becauſe they: king there is not one EccleFaſtical Go 
vexnment; even of theſe which differ moſt from one ariother, that do- 
not pretend to this Conformity,” as indeed they have either more or 
Icfs : for there is not one of them, no not even of thoſe that are the 
fartheſt off from the Dodrines and Govermnent of the Ancient 
Chriſtians, and that have but very little agreement one with the o+- 
ther, there is-not one, I ſay; but what hath in fomething a confor- 
mity with them. -Every way of Government boaſts of their re- 
taining this conformity with the Ancient Chriſtians :: I my ſelf pre- 

tend to this glory in favour of the Congregational way. . Not lon 

tince a Learned Minifter of Roien publiſhed a Book intituled, the 
Conformity of the diſcipline of the Churches of France ts that of - the Ay- 
c/ent Chrijtians : Betide, though the diſcipline of the Church of Eng. 
land hath not any agreement with that of the Churches of France z 
and. it is impoſhble that two diſciplines ſodifagreeing to cach other, 
ſhould have bothof them much conformity: to the diſcipline of 
the Ancient ChriRians yet it hath ſo happened that a Famous Di- 
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vine, in his preface .to his Engliſh Tranſlation of the Novelty of Po-, 
pery, maintains very zealouſly the ſame thing in favour of the Diſci- 
pline of the Church of England, as Monſieur Larroque has done in 
favour of thoſe of France, If T were, ſayes he, to ſpeak, to French- 
men, I would indeavour to convince them fully, that we retain in Eng 
land more of the Primitive and. Apoſtolick Government than -all the 0- 
ther Churches in the world, Dr. Floyd, and Dr, Tillotſon fay the 
ſame thing, But I believe that this conformity is much what 
like to that which is between Feſus Chriſt, and St. Francis, For 
I Co opcnly maintain that of all the Eftablithments of Religion, 
That of the Church of England is wideſt trom the diſcipline and 
practiſe of the Ancient Chriſtians. But he is not the only perſon 
hath ſpoke after this manner, England is full of Books upon the 
ſabje& of the Conformity of .its Hierarchy, and of its Epiſco- 
pal Govcrnment to that of the Ancient Chriſtians, The Bi- 
ſhops Bilſon, Andrews, Hall, Morton, and- Peaxſon, tind it in Clemens 
Romanus, and in Ignatius 3 ſome of the Doors of Rome. mcet with 
it in Denis the Areopagite ; but unlcſs this Conformity be reſtrain- 
cd to the times of the Apotftles, to which I find more foot- 
ſteps in the Congregational way, than in any other, I belicye 
we are all in an error as to what concerns our conformity to 
the Doctrine , Diſcipline and Life of the Ancient Chriſtians. 
Above all, the difagreement is found in the life, which was 
heretofore much more exact and exemplary, than in theſe. laſt 
timcs it is3 the Devotion of our days is but cold and languilh- 
ing in compariſon of theirs, It was in that, that their glory did 
confiſt, whereas ours is in having a greater knowledg, and a mor? 
full and ample illumination into the myfterics of Faith, than 
the firſt Chriſtians had 3 alſo to be better verſed at this day in 
the knowledg of the Apoſtolical conduct, of the nature and: 
Government of the Church, of its Authority; and of that of its 
Paſtors, who were the Chriſtians that immediately ſucceeded the 

Apoſiles: ERS 
I will finiſh where I began and that ſhall' be by. the fofce 
of thoſe prejudices, wherewith all Chriſtians, as well Protcfianrs . 
as Papiſts are anticipated and prepoſſeft , 'when they gencraily 
imagine that the Primitive Chnzch was more Orthodox, and pure 
in Dorine, than. that of the following Ages, becauſe of thcir 
I 3, | Cats - 
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nearnefs with the timcs of the Apoſiles:* but I atn as much per- 
ſwadcd of the contary, as of any thing in the world, . *Tis faid' 
that God never built a Temple, near,to which the enemy of our 
Salvation has not built a Chappel, but than 'it. was a Chappel 
both greater and more fpacious than, the temple it felf+ For dur-, 
ing the time whilcſt God built a little Temple. wherein he, had 
circumſcribed the twelve Apoſtles, and a ſmall flock of faithful peo- 
ple who conformed themſelves to the purity their Do&rine, and 
the holincſs of their lives, a number incomparably greater of 
falſe Apoſtles, falſe DoQors and falſe Brethren, ſeparaccd from 
them. Foreven in the firſt three hundred yearsof Chriſtianity, all 
or the moſt part of ſincere perſons, andalfo of Fathers, had a great 
deal of falſe altay mixt among their eP'd. This is what we lcar 
from Entychins, who lived in the ffrit Ages of Chriſtianity, from 
whom we have the Hifiory of the Church. in Arabyck, publiſhed by 
Mr. Selden, and Mr. Pocock , and whom they recommerd for an 
Author of an irreprochable fidelity. There he tells us, that 
Conſtantine the Great ſent to al! the Churches of his Empire Let- 
ters to let them underftand that they were to make , choice of 
the moſt Religious Biſhops, and thoſe that wete mot Jearned in 
the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith and, that they then inme- 
diatcly ſet thetnſetves to obey the Orders of” the Emperour, and 
that two thouſand and forty eight Biſhops came to th.c Town 
of Nice, whercof near. two thouſand, how pious and fincere {0- 
ever otherwife they were , were. cither molt ignorant, or _-moit 
erronious in the knowledg of the Chriſtian Relfgion. For they 
weie cither Manichees, 'or Marcimites, or Montaniſts, or P alenti- 
nians, of Samoſatenians, or Arriaus z and in that great ;jnumber of 
Biſhops, there were but thiee hundred and cighteen who had an 
affection for, and ingayed themſelves togthe Orthodox Faith, which 
was that of Alexander Biſhop of Alexandria, « _ "ey 
THIS Relation according to Extychins is much more pro- 
bable than after that manner as it is reported by Erſebins , by 
Socrates, by Baronins z aud by Monſiear Elaude: For what likelj- 
hood is there that that number of  Bilhops convoked from, all 
places of Exrope a great part of Africa, and alſo.ot Afia, Phenz- 
cia, Greece, Maceaonia,, Theſſzliz, Paleſtine, Avabia ,, Pampbilia, by= 
thinia, Capadocis , Thrate, Cilicia, Pontus, Perſiz, and Scy'hia, 
wy ihould 
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ſhould amount but to three hundred - and eighteen Bikhops ? 
There is allo leſs likelihood that thoſe three hundred and ergh- 
'teem Biſhops ſhould appear fo ſharp and ſo divided among themy 
ſelves, .as to put, cut, gs of : accufatign one againſt another, 
and that during their. $cfſion, they made a_cruel War within 
themſelves. Theſe, Accuſations might be' true; as to the other 
Biſhops, 'who were -.as much divided in affccjons, as in Judgments, 
but not of theſe three*hundred and eighteen, who. becauſe they 
were all Orthodox, anÞ$ Children of peace, and well united in 
their affections, ſuch as were Alexander, Spiridion, and Paphnuti- 
zs, were: choſen by Conſtantine, and Alexander, out of the multi 
tide. of Hereticks, FaQigus, and contentious perfons,, Beſide, the 
unanimity of thcſe- DOR died and cightecr; Biſhops inthe coms 
poling of the Faith ,of t OE OO havine al four Biſhops that 
refuſed ſubſcribing to-it, plainiy ſhews thax their ſpirit was not that 
of contention nor animolity one againſt another," but of peace and 
concord, | 1s - HCG he | 
IF the Book of that exccllent Author Entychizs the Patriarch 
of Alexandria-had appeared with all its Truths, and had been feeg, 
by all thoſe that had eyes and would uſe them, during the lives 
of , Monſieur S 2Imeſues, Monfieur Blundel,;&c, they had been yet more 
ſtrongly paraded than they were, that all thoſe circumſtances ſo: 
diſtant from, the relation that Extychins makes of them, favours as 
much of Romance, as thoſe three Croſſes, which Helenz,, Mother of 
Conſtantine, found, or as the danation, of that Emperour to Silveſter. 
CERTAINLY the providence of God did clcarly- appear 

in the choiſe of thoſe three hundxed and eighteen Biſhops,” *T was 
an Act of God, and not man, when he raiſed up the good Biſhop of 
Alexandria to xccommend them to Conſtantine, and. when he inclin- 
cd the heart of that Prince to hearken to his Counſe),.. For. if the 
Emperour had:let himſelf been overruled at the beginnirg of that: 
Counſel by any.other , Biſhop, as he did at the end; of hjs Cie. the 
firſt Eflabliſhmcnt of- Faith and Religion, haa. been that of Arri- 
aniſme , whercas: the orthodox Faith, taking the. firft poſictſion, 
under the firli Chriſtian Emperour, this {erved molt powertully to 
galn' it credit; and to make it paſs, and tranſit it to poſtcrity, 
I would ask. here by the way thoſe that deprive the Soveraign 
WT TE 145 Ma- 
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' Magiſtrate of the Intendance, of regulating by a Sover aign Au- 


thority in all places, either of an Empire, or a Territory, the 
matters of Religion, and give him no other Authority than that 
of a private perſon, I would ask thoſe, 1 fay, what expedient a good 
Biſhop, ſuch as this of Alexandria could be able |to fitid out to au- 
thorizc the Faith that was contraty to that of Arrizs, in cafe God 
had nor inclined the heart of Conſtantine to eſtabliſh it by his com- 
mands in all the places of his Empire? , 
' F ought not to forget here one circumſtance in our Author 
that extreamly fortifies the right of the Magiſtrate, eſpccially if 
he be Orthodox, to the” Soveraign Intendance in the Goyernment 
of 'the Church, and which moreoyer ftrongly proves chat the Rules, 
Canons, Cenſures, and Anatheras' of Councils, are only Coun- 
cils, and the decjarations of wiſcand experienced men, before the 
Magittrate hath given th:m Authority by his Sanftion. In ſhort, 
this paſſage of Entychizs is the accompliſhment ot the propheſic 
of S. Paul, 1 Cor.6.2. Know you not that the Saints ſhall judge the 
IVorld? that is to ſay, know you not that God will one day c- _ 
Gabliſh Faithful Magiſtrates, who ſhall be governours in hicf of 
the Church he ſays than that the choice of three hundred and 
cighteen Biſhops being tnade,” Conftantine 'entred into their Af- 
ſembly, and after he had ſaluted and harrangued*o Tncm,, he 
laid his Sceptcr upon the Table, his Ring, and his ſword'/and ſaid 
to them, I give you the power. of regulating the affairs of the 
Church 3 that done, the Fatlitrs —_— thanked him for the 
Authority which he was pleaſed t> fortifie them with, and rend. rd 
him his Scepter, his Ring, and his Sword, | 
*TIS true, if Conſtantine had been an Arrian, his crronious 0- 
pinion had done as much miſchicf, as the contrary opinion to that 
of Arrius, and wherewith he was poſſeſſed, did good by its Eſta- 
bliſhment : but it is true alſo, that if the Soveraign of an Eni- 
pire hath no other authority in the Church than chat of a pri- 
vate perſon, it will never be pollible,'and it can never happen, 
that an Orthodox Prince will” be able 'to cftabliſh the true Ree 
ligion by his Commandments in all the places of his Empire. 
"Tis true, by this 'Soycraign Authority of the Magiſtrate, Errour 
and Impiety may 'as well be-eftabliffſed by Lawes, as 'rtuth and 
piery : but it is true alſo, that when the Soveraign "3 
cithcr 
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either hath no part, nor is intereſſed in the affairs of Religion, as 
quring the three firſt Ages of the Church, nothing could keep 
the Biſhops, as were thoſe twothouſand and forty eight cf whom 
Extychins (peaks, from dividing into many erronious parties, and 
the Orthodox party to be always the leaft in number, and this 
cannot happen, when God gives to the Church, ſuch Princes as 
reſemble Conſtantine the Great, Theodoſins, and Martian. 

I T happens notwithſtanding that during ſuch diforders, and 
fuch confuſions of diverſe opinions, as were thoſe of the two 
thouſand and forty, that God reſerves always a ſmall number of 
good Paſtors, as were thoſe three hundred and eighteen, who 
form in a, great Empire, ſuch as was the Roman , ſeveral little 
Congregations , all -like to thoſe of our Independants, whom 
God makes uſe of, amid the greater corruption and confuſi- 
on, to keep and perpetuate to himſelf an Orthodox and faith» 
furl people in the world. EE 

*T IS true then, that whither God gives a Chriſtian Magiftrate, 
but a Heretick 3 or whether he does not give any, if he be not 
poſſibly a Heathen, as during the three firſt Ages, the inconve- 
nience is great; but it is otherwiſe certain, that when God blefſes 
his Church with a Magiſtrate that favours the Orthodox and 
true Worſhippers of Feſus Chriſt, the condition of the Church bf 
God- is incomparably more happy , than under any other efia- 
bliſhment of Religion or of the State. .. For although perſecution 
ought to unite Chriſtians by a holy, and the ſame Faith, and by a 
like correſpondent to it, yet it hath not that Efficacy nor that 
vertue to produce. thoſe two good effects which commonly to!- 
low under the Reign of good - Princes, as Darid, Hezekiah, Foſiah, 
Conſtantine, Theodofins , &c. under whom the people are united 
well otherwiſe, and kept in good order, and in the profeſ- 
ſion .of one and the ſame, and-a good Religion, which they arc 
not under perſecution... For even the Church is not \ without 
diſorders, and wiolent fhakings under the beſt and moſt Ortho- 
dox Princes, which happens by their Indulgence, who keep not 
up that Authority they ought to take in the government of the 
Church, and who delegate it to the Clergy, and permit them 
fo exerciſe by a pretended 'power. derived from Feſus Chriſt , 
Independant on the Magilixate, and who, in ſhort, raiſe up Bi- 
K {hops 
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ſhops to [och a greatneſs and wealth, as t» have credit enouph 
to partake and ſhare che Soveraignty, and to-difpure the moiety 
of it with him, who of right is rhe Soveraign of the whole, 
leaving him the temporal Soveraignty, and ecſerving to them» 
felves the ſpiritual as they call it. | dh 

BUT theſe matrers I diſcourſe of bn my Book, not yet Print- 
ed, intitulcd, 41 Efſey towerds @ true Eccleſuſticel Hiſtory. One 
Theophilus of Alexandria, and Is Succeflor Cyrilher, were equal, 
and went check by jole in Authority with the Emperour, and 
had. built an Empire in that of their Soveraign, For even 
thofe and their Succefſours had built ſeveral of them, when a 
Pope was {ct up among them, who ſubjugated them all, and. 
made themall agree, to (tt. up- but one-Catholick Church 3. for be- 
fore there were in the ſame Empite many Catholick Churches 
which mutually deſtroyed each other. Donatus acknowledged no 
other Church in the World than his own :- That made Theophilus 
alſo. of Alexandria do fo, who 'perſccuted St. Chryfoſtome to the 
uttermoſt , and who treated him as an Heretick, a Schiſmge 
tick, and calling. all. thoſe that adnered: to- him, Fohannizesr, The 
ſame may be ſaid of the concurrence of Meletines, of Flavian, 
and-- Pawlinus, for the Biſhoprick of Antivxch, who ſhared the Em- 
pire and the Church into two Catholick Churches. 

I leave ſincere perſons to Judge, what integrity of Faith thoſe 
Prelates cauld-preſcrve during not only the three firſt Apes, but al- 
{o thoſc following. 

AEE the Chriftian Antiquity, put afide that of the Holy 
Scriptare, cannot produce ſuch peices that may come in compe=- 
tition. with the Inſtitutions of Calvin, or with the confeffion of 
the Congregational Faith3. the firſt Centuries of the Chriſti» 
an Church ſwarmed with Herefie and: Hereticksz The moſt Or- 
thodox as Trenew , Fuſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Clement, Denis of 
Alexandria, Origen, Cyprian, Euſebius, Arnobins, La7antius, &c, 
who oppaſed thoſe herefies, were not themſelves exempt, and 
they. had all ſome touch or: other of one of. the Hereſies of Mon- 
tens, of Sabcllins, Samorzites, Pelagius, Apollinaris, and Emtiches. 
St, Aufin, that-Miracle of Nature and of. Grace, had alſo. his 
Errors, However he was the firſt that- well eſtabliſhed the Do. 

&rine of free Grace 3 for. thole who preceded him, have ſpoke 
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of it moſtan end, as Pelagius has done, without any ones tak- 
ing particular heed to it, or oppoling it, becauſe they never treat- 
ed of thatmatter throughly, and ſearched into the bottom of it., 
and have not made any expreſs and particular book about it - 
this is what St. Auſtin Tays. Ta lib. 1, a ay agus cap. 2+ t8- 
ti queſtione nullus Puljabatur, pelagianis nondum ligantibus ſecurius 
webantur., They haveall conſecrated their Errors to Immorta - 
lity, becauſe of their Ancientneſs 3 but as Cyprian tells us, diſt, 8.c. 8. 
Confietuds ſine verit ite GEV etaſt 5 ertpris. ET 
IT - appears than by alt T have here aid, that if TntercN, 
Cuſtome, Obftinacy, the love that every ones has for their own 
particular Opinions, govern . the. greateſt part of Mankind jn 
matters of Religion 3-we may ſay of prejudices, that thoſe are 
they which tyrannize over them 3 fuch as' in our dayes is thar of 


confidently of our reformation in France ;_But as 1 agree with 
him, that it is the pureſt in the World, I do not agree with 
him that it hath any conformity with the Ancient Primitive 
Church, except he means the Apcſtolical, and not that which was 
immediately after the Apoſiles. For even fo the conformity of 
the Congregational way with the Chriſtians after the Apoſiles is 
not as to the Doctrine, but only as to the outward diſcipline and 
way ot Government. 


FT Reader is deſired to take notice, that the Author for ſome rea « 
fans, fince the Printing of the Contens , hath thought. good to. 
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p.5./418.z. there being burthe firſt Nicene Council. p.6.7.8.7.heretis | 
cal. þ.6. /. penul. r. inconvenience. þ.16,1.26;r. nor, /.33. 7. the Romiſh 

;-- Church. p. 1 1.4.9.r. that it is nor of ſo long duration. p.11.4 16, Juſtice, 
7. Juſteſſe. p.11./.21,7- with as much rigour and ſeverity ro fubmir ro a 
Tribunal ſabje& ro Errouryas thoſe of Rome toone that-is-infallible= 
3:42:7.7.r.ſent the Plantif. p-12./ 25.r.,veneration. þ. 12.4.29.government 
7.conduc, p.131.2.haver, hath, Thee 6 
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